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Momentum Building for the Climate & Oregon's IndustrialMomentum Building for the Climate & Oregon's Industrial
Forests Green New Deal ProposalForests Green New Deal Proposal

On January 15, we released our Climate and Oregon's Industrial Forests: AClimate and Oregon's Industrial Forests: A
Green New Deal ProposalGreen New Deal Proposal. Over the last month we have spoken with many
enthusiastic Green New Deal (GND) supporters across Oregon. We are now in
the process of sending the document to key regional and national climate
leaders, including members of Congress. Not long after releasing the GND &
industrial forests plan, the beginnings of an emergent grassroots support
network appeared. 

Today, we are building on that grassroots momentum by hosting follow up
webinars, doing new work based on positive feedback and adding new staff
capacity to support the grassroots momentum. Please welcome Lacy Todd as
the Coast Range Association's first Director of Climate and Forests. Lacy's
primary job will be to support the emerging grassroots support network for the
GND & Industrial Forests proposal. 

The urgency of the climate crisis requires vastly increasing stored forest carbonThe urgency of the climate crisis requires vastly increasing stored forest carbon
on corporate-owned industrial forests in Western Oregon while providing socialon corporate-owned industrial forests in Western Oregon while providing social
benefits to forest workers and rural communities.benefits to forest workers and rural communities.

If you wish to become involved in building community support for transforming
Oregon's Wall Street controlled forests into climate and people friendly forests
contact lacy@coastrange.org.

GND Proposal WebinarGND Proposal Webinar

Join us and Sunrise Movement
PDX on Thursday March 11thThursday March 11th
from 5:30-7:00PMfrom 5:30-7:00PM for a webinar
that will provide an overview of
the proposal and insight from
climate activists and forestry
practitioners who are excited

How you can HelpHow you can Help

Join the webinarwebinar
Donate or become aDonate or become a
recurring donorrecurring donor to support
distribution and advocacy
Join our GND volunteerGND volunteer
teamteam to help with
distribution, local outreach
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about the opportunities this
proposal outlines.

This webinar will fill up so
registerregister early!

We hope you can read the
proposal in advance and bring
your great questions to the
conversation!

and further research

Read the ProposalRead the Proposal

DonateDonate

Timber Tax Severance & Eliminating OFRI this LegislativeTimber Tax Severance & Eliminating OFRI this Legislative
SessionSession

Oregon's long 2021 legislative session is one for the history books. With
exciting movement on reinstating a timber severance tax and eliminating the
Oregon Forest Resources Institute (OFRI) there is a lot of buzz in Salem (or
should we say on Zoom and Microsoft Teams). These are some great
opportunities to challenge Wall Street forestry in Oregon while benefiting
Oregon's rural communities. Below are some brief updates.

https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_jEVr_9IcQc6RX53fiDwkwQ
https://coastrange.org/gnd-proposal/
https://coastrange.org/donate/


Tax SeveranceTax Severance

On February 23rd, the
CRA's Chuck Willer
provided testimony at a
timber severance tax
information hearing before
the House Committee on
Agriculture and Natural
Resources. Chuck
submitted several
informational memos and a
poster characterizing the
timber industry.

There are several bills being
considered for a new timber severance tax, so at this time we don't have a
specific bill to support.

However to learn more about this important issue, OPB and The Oregonian
released a new articlenew article on March 2nd that provides some excellent background.
It challenges the industry's claim that it is hurting due to the pandemic and the
2020 wildfires. In fact the high demand for lumber and the accompanying high
prices have helped to boost stock prices and profits for some of Oregon’s
largest timber companies. Much of the information in the OPB-Oregonian
article was mirrored in Chuck's testimony to the Ag and Natural Resources
Committee on February 23rd.

Once again it comes down to choosing two of three paths: We can invest in
vibrant rural communities, have large carbon dense and ecologically rich
forests, or let timber profits be exported to Wall Street investors. We know
which two we are fighting for.

https://www.opb.org/article/2021/03/02/oregons-timber-industry-says-it-cant-afford-new-taxes-despite-record-profits/


Eliminating OFRIEliminating OFRI

We are asking everyone to support
and testify for HB 2357HB 2357. The bill
would eliminate the Oregon Forest
Resources Institute and establish a
Sound Forestry Practices account
under the State Forestry
Department.

The bill requires that revenue from
the levy of a new privilege tax under
forest products harvest tax be
deposited in a Sound ForestrySound Forestry
PracticesPractices account. The bill directs
the Oregon Department of Forestry
to use the Sound Forestry Practices
account to develop forestry practices
in collaboration with other state
agencies.

To learn about the bill and testify click the link above. To learn more see the
resources below.

Resources on HB 2357

Landing page for OFRI impacts
How to testify document
Interview on Timber propaganda in Oregon's schools
OPB and Oregonian reporting

Coast Rand Radio UpdatesCoast Rand Radio Updates

Coast Range RadioCoast Range Radio has some exciting updates from this last month. First, we
have two great new interviews with inspiring activists fighting to stop the

https://olis.oregonlegislature.gov/liz/2021R1/Measures/Overview/HB2357
https://clearcuttruth.greenoregon.org/
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1lEgf3nmRRDkfJP9FglRH_gGelyfOqxCoit-kXI6gRDM/edit
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https://www.opb.org/article/2021/02/05/with-counties-in-deep-trouble-oregon-lawmakers-target-timber-tax-cuts/
https://coastrange.org/coast-range-radio/


expansion of fracked gas infrastructure in Oregon. Future episodes will feature
Rocky Habitats protection on the Oregon Coast and work to protect large trees
in Eastern Oregon.

Most importantly however, Coast Range Radio has a new cohosta new cohost! We have
brought on Sam Krop of past Cascadia Wildlands fame who is a dedicated
forest defender to help expand the voices and connections being made
through the program. We have already expanded the reach of the show with
Sam's help and we look forward to the many great conversation to come with
many individuals working to make a better world possible!

Listen to Coast Range RadioListen to Coast Range Radio

The People VS. Agent OrangeThe People VS. Agent Orange

If you have yet to see this powerful and moving film
now is your chance! The film is premiering across the
country on March 5.

Visit the The People Vs. Agent OrangeThe People Vs. Agent Orange  website to
learn more about the film and find an online screening
through your local theater. The film is showing online
through theaters in Portland, Florence, Ashland and
other cities across Oregon and the US.
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