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DearReader:

TheBureauof LandManagemen(BLM) administers 2.5 milliomcresof landin western
Oregon.Thesdandsplay animportantrole in ther e g i socralpexolgical,andeconomiowell-
being.As stewardof thesdands,theBLM has a responsibilityo ensurg¢hat ourmanagemens
meetinglegalmandatesind theneedf local communities.

This documenincludesboth theRecordof Decision (ROD)andthe NorthwesterrandCoastal
OregonResourcManagement Pla(RMP). TheROD approveghe NorthwesterrandCoastal
OregonRMP, which providesdirectionfor managemerf resource®n approximatelyl.3
million acresof BLM -administeredands in theCoos BayDistrict, EugeneDistrict, Salem
District, andthe Swiftwaterield Office of the Roseburdistrict. The BLMhaspreparedhis
NorthwesterrandCoastalOregonROD/RMP incoordinatiorwith the Southwester®regon
ROD/RMP,which providesdirectionfor the managementf resource®n BLM -administered
lands in theMedford District, KlamathFalls Field Office of the LakeviewDistrict, and theSouth
River Field Office of theRoseburg District.

The ROD stateghedecision;explains theationale forthe decisionprovidesa declaratiorof the
allowable sal@juantityof timber; describesiow theBLM will transitioninto thenewplan;and
outlinesmitigation measuresplanmonitoring,and plarevaluation.The RMP containgheland
useallocationsmanagemembjectivesandmanagemerdirection,guidancefor useof theRMP,
amonitoringplan,andmoredetailedinformationon someesourcgrograms.

The completiorof these RODs/RMPmarksthe endof afour-yeareffort by the BLM to usenew
sciencepolicies,andtechnologyto protectnaturalresourcesnd support locatommunitiesn
westernOregon. Since2012, theBLM has held 41 publimeetingsworkshopsandforums.
TheBLM receivedmorethan 7,00ccomments4,500 ofwhich weresubmittedduringtheformal
commentperiodon theDraft RMP/EnvironmentalmpactStatementl would like to thankall of
you for your participationthroughouthis planningprocessTheactiveinvolvement of
stakeholde® including FederahndStateagenciesgcooperating agenciestganizationsindian
Tribes,andmembers othepublicd hasmadeour planningeffort stronger.

| encouraggrouto remaininvolvedwith B L M inanagemerthroughengagingwith local
officeson futureprojects.Onthe-ground projectssuchastimbersalesdevelopmenof
recreatioropportunitiesandrestoratiorprojectswill undergoadditionalanalysisanddecision
makingbeforeimplementationPlease contagtour local BLM office to learnabouthow toget
involvedin projectsin your community.

Sincerely,

Ron Dunton
Acting StateDirector
Oregon/Washington
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Record of Decision

Summary

This Recordof Decision(ROD) approveshe Bureauof LandManagemerit BLM) attached
NorthwesterrandCoastalOregonResourceManagemenPlan(RMP). This ROD andRMP
provideoveralldirectionfor managemenf all resource®n BLM -administeredands in the
Coos BayDistrict, EugeneDistrict, SalemDistrict, and theSwiftwaterField Office of the
Roseburg Districandrevises the 1995 RMPs ftire CooBay, EugeneRoseburgandSalem
Districts! Theland usallocationsmanagemenbjectivesandmanagement direction in the
attachedNorthwesterrand CoastaDregonRMP arenearlyidenticalto theProposedRMP set
forth in theProposedRMP/FinalEnvironmentalmpactStatemen{EIS) for WesternOregon,
with thechangesndcorrectionsdescribedn thisROD.

Thepurposeof the RMP revisionincludesall of thefollowing purposes:

1 Provideasustainedield of timber.

1 Contributeto theconservatiorandrecoveryof threatenedndendangeredpecies,
includingd

o0 Maintaininga networkof largeblocks offorestto be managedor late-

successiondbrests; and

0 Maintainingolderandmorestructurallycomplexmulti-layeredconiferforests.
Providecleanwaterin watersheds.
Restore fireadaptedecosystems.
Providerecreatioropportunities.
Coordinatemanagemerf lands surroundinthe Coquille Forestwith theCoquille
Tribe.

= =4 =4 2

TheBLM preparedasingleDraft RMP/EISandasingleProposedRMP/FinalEIS that support
theRODsfor both theNorthwesterrandCoastalOregonRMP andthe Southwesteri®regon
RMP. In the ProposedRMP/FinalEIS,the BLM analyzedn detail theProposedRMP, theNo
Action alternative andfour actionalternativesThe BLM developed th@roposed RMRsa
variationon AlternativeB, whichthe BLM identified in theDraft RMP/EISasthe preferred
alternative.

TheProposedRMP will bestmeetthe purposeandneedfor theactionin comparisorto the
alternativesasdemonstratetdy the analysisin the ProposedRMP/FinalEIS. The Proposed
RMP representshe product ofclosecooperativavork with severalgencypartnersand their
support will beintegralto theeffectiveimplementation of th€roposedRMP. Additionally, the
ProposedRMP present@ managemerapproactthat isconsistentvith thecurrentcapacityof
theBLM for implementation; th8LM canreasonablynticipatehavingsufficientstaffand
budgetto implementthe managemenrdctionsandachievethe objectivesof the ProposedRMP,

! TheBLM isin theprocesof consolidatinghe EugeneDistrict andSalemDistrict into theNorthwestOregon
District asa singleadministrativeandoperationalinit with oneDistrict Manager.This consolidatiordoesnotalter
thedecisionareaasconsideredn the ProposedRMP/FinalEIS or the boundarie®f theapprovedRMP.

5|Page
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because¢he overallstaffandbudgetneedsof the ProposedRMP arenot substantiallygreater
than thecurrentBLM staffandbudget.The cooperatiorof agencypartnersandthe alignmentof
theProposedRMP withBLM capacityarekeyto ensuringhat theProposed RMP wilhavea
high degreeof predictabilityaboutimplementatioranda high degreeof certaintyof achieving
managemernbjectives.

Planning Process

This RODandRMP provideoveralldirectionfor managementf all resource®n BLM -
administeredands in theCoos BayDistrict, EugeneDistrict, Salem District, and th8wiftwater
Field Office of theRoseburdistrict andreviseshe 1995 RMPs fothe CooBay, Eugene,
RoseburgandSalemDistricts (USDIBLM 19954, b, c, d). TheBLM preparedhis RMP
revisionundertheregulationg43 CFR 1600)implementinghe FederalLand Policy and
Managemen#ct of 1976(FLPMA; 43 U.S.C. 170ktseq). TheBLM preparedanEIS for this
plan incompliancewith regulationg40 CFR 1500)implementingthe NationalEnvironmental
Policy Act of 1969(NEPA; 42 U.S.C. 432&tseq). TheBLM is makingthis decisionconsistent
with thedecisionfor the Southwester©regonRMP for the KlamathFalls Field Office of the
Lakeview Districtthe MedfordDistrict, and theSouth RiverField Office of theRoseburg
District, which issupportedy the sameProposedRMP/FinalEIS.

The 1995 RMPswveredevelopedonsistentvith the 1994NorthwestForestPlan,which the
Departmentf thelnterior andthe Departmenbf Agricultureadopted folFederalforests within
therangeof the northernspotted owlThis RMP revisionrevisesthe 1995RMPs intheir entirety
andtherebyreviseghe NorthwestForestPlanfor the managementf BLM-administeredands
in the Coos Bayistrict, Eugene DistrictSalemDistrict, andthe SwiftwaterField Office of the
Roseburg District.

Planning Area

Theplanningareafor theNorthwesterrandCoastalOregonRMP includesapproximatelyl.3
million acresof BLM-administeredandsin westernOregonmanagedy theB L M &sosBay
District, Eugene DistrictSalemDistrict, andthe SwiftwaterField Office of the Roseburg
District (Map 1, locatedin theRMP). Throughouthe Draft RMP/EISandthe Proposed
RMP/FinalEIS,theBLM hasusedtheterm6 p | a a n e adjertd alhlandswithin the
geographidoundaryof this RMPandthe Southwester®regonRMP regardlessf jurisdiction.
However this RODonly makesdecisionson lands thafall underBLM jurisdiction (including
mineralestatg¢. TheBLM usestheterm6 d e ¢ & s éoaederto thelands within theplanning
areafor whichthe BLM hasauthorityto makeland useandmanagemendecisionsin general,
theBLM hasjurisdictionoverall BLM-administeredands(surface andubsurfaceandover
mineralestatdn areasof split estate (i.e.areasvherethe BLM administerd-ederaimineral
estateput thesurfaceis notadministeredy the BLM). This RODdoesnot applyto theBLM -
administeredands in thaNestEugene Wetlands the Eugene Districtbecaus¢hoselands
havetheirown independent RMP.
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Decision

TheBLM herebyapproves thé&orthwesterrandCoastalOregonRMP for theCoos Bay
District, Eugene DistrictSalemDistrict, and theSwiftwaterField Office of the Roseburg
District. The attachedlorthwesterrand CoastaDregonRMP is nearlyidenticalto theProposed
RMP setforth in the ProposedRMP/Final EIS for WesternOregon with thechangesand
correctiongdescrbedbelowunderiiChangeso theRMP betweerthe Propose®@MP/FinalEIS
andtheR O D TheattachedNorthwesterrandCoastalOregonRMP includesland use
allocationsmanagementbjectivesandmanagemendirection,in addition toappendices
addressingmplementatiorof actionsconsistentvith theRMP, amonitoringplan, Best
ManagemenPracticeslandtenure informatiorand landwithdrawals stipulations orleasable
fluid mineralexplorationanddevelopmenactivity, designatedireasof Critical Environmental
ConcerndesignatedRecreatiorManagemenfreas, angublic motorizedaccesguidelines.

This RODandRMP arefinal andeffectiveupon signingpf this ROD. Thedecisionsn this RMP
will guidefutureland managemeractionsandsubsequergite-specificimplementation
decisionsTheBLM will carry out additionaldecisionmaking,includingNEPA compliance,
Endangere®peciesAct (ESA; 16 U.S.C. 153@tseq) consultationandotherconsultationas
appropriatebeforeauthorizinganyfuture actionsandimplementatiordecisions thatesultin on
the-groundactivities.

What the ROD and RMP_Provide
TheapprovedRMP providesoveralldirectionfor managemenf all resource®n BLM-
administeredandsin thedecisionarea.TheapprovedRMP includesthe followingland useplan
decisions:
1 Objectivedfor the management &LM -administeredandsandresources.
1 Landuseallocationsrelativeto futureusesfor the purpose®f achievingthe various
objectives.
1 Managementlirectionthat identifieswhere futureactionsmayor may not be allowed
andwhatrestrictionsor requirementsnay be placed on thoskiture actions tcachieve
the objectivessetfor the BLM -administeredandsandresources.

Managemenbbjectivesaredescriptionsf desiredoutcomedor BLM -administeredandsand
resourcesn an RMP; theesource conditiorthatthe BLM envisions or desires would
eventuallyresultfrom implementation ofutureactionsconsistentvith thedecisionsn theRMP.
As such,managemenbjectivesarenot rulesyrestrictionsor requirement®y which the BLM
determinesvhich implementatiomctionsto conductor howto designspecificimplementation
actions.

Mapping of Land Use Allocations

Forthe location othe RiparianReservethe decisiorrequiresdentificationof featureson the
ground(e.g.,aperenniaktream)andthe allocationof acorrespondingvidth of Riparian
Reserveexceptfor lands,asrepresenteth theBLM spatialdatabaseallocatedto
CongressionallfReserved.andsandNationalLandscape Conservati@ystem(National
ConservatiorLands),District-DesignatedReserves, thportionsof theLate-Successional
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Reservallocatedfor currentandfuture occupiedmarbledmurreletsites anccurrentandfuture
occupiedred treevole habitatareasasdescribedelow, or the portionsof the Late-Successional
Reservallocatedfor structurallycomplexforest.

Thewidthsandmanagemendirectionfor the RiparianReserverary amongthreeclasses of
subwatershed3.he mappedocationof the subwatershedlassesn theBLM spatialdatabase
representghedecision,and themapsaccompanyinghe RMParefor illustrative purposesnly.
In identifying subwatershedlassesthe BLM consideredheinformation includingritical
habitatdesignationgnddataon high intrinsic potentiaktreamgo indicatetheimportanceof
subwatershed® theconservatiorandrecoveryof ESA-listedfish. However future changesn
designatedritical habitat ordataon high intrinsic potentialstreamsvould not altethe
identificationof subwatershedlassedor the purposef RiparianReservadesignand
managemerdirection.Any changeo thesubwatershedlassesvould constitutea changeo the
approvedRMP ? As notedabove this RODonly makesdecisionson landsthatfall underBLM
jurisdiction; assuch,theidentificationof subwatershedlassesvithin theplanningareais only
relevantto definingRiparianReservevidthsandmanagemendirectionfor streamsandwater
featureson BLM -administeredandswithin the subwatershed.

Additionally, for somespecificstreamfeaturesn somesubwatershedlasses, thaidth of the
RiparianReservas definedby a distancesquivalent to onsite-potentialtree heightSite-
potentialtree heights theaveragemaximum height of th&llestdominanttrees(200yearsor
older)for agivensiteclass.TheBLM maintainsdata orsite-potentialtreeheight,which varies
acrosghedecisionarea,generallyfrom 140feetto 240feet,dependingn site productivity. The
BLM mayupdatedata orsite-potentialtree heighbvertime. TheBLM will delineatethe
RiparianReserveon specificstreanfeatureshasedon theBLM dataon sitepotentialtree height
currentatthetime ofthedecisionon aspecificimplementatioraction.

Thedecisionrequiresthe future allocationof marbledmurreletoccupied standgo theLate-
SuccessiondReserve fopccupiedsitesidentified afterMarch 26, 2018 asaresultof BLM
marbledmurreletsurveysin (1) all land useallocationswithin 35 milesof the PacificCoast,and
(2) Late-SuccessiondReserveandRiparianReservebetweer35i 50 milesfrom the Pacific Coast
andoutside ofexclusionAreasC andD (shownin Figure 2, located in th&RMP). In addition,
this decisionrequiresthefuture allocatiorof redtreevolefi h a bair teashéLate
SuccessiondReserve fooccupiedsitesidentifiedasaresultof BLM redtreevole surveys
within therangeof the NorthOregonCoastDistinct PopulationSegmenbdf theredtreevole
north ofHighway20. Thesdutureallocationsto theLate-SuccessiondReservewill not require
RMP amendmenthecauseheyareexplicitly requiredby the managemenrdirectionof the
approvedRMP andwereanticipatedn theanalysis fothe ProposedRMP/FinalEIS. The BLM

2|f theBLM makeschangeso the subwatershedlasseshatwould changethe scopeof resourcaisesor changehe
terms,conditions,anddecisionsf theapprovedRMP, the BLM would implementsuchchangesvith anRMP
amendmentAppendix A).

® Marbledmurreletoccupiedstandrefersto all foreststandsregardlessf ageor structurewithin ¥ mile (1,320
feet)of thelocationof marbledmurreletbehaviorindicatingoccupancyandnotseparatedrom thelocationof
marbledmurreletbehaviorindicatingoccupancypy morethan328feetof nonforest.

*Inthiscontexti i d e naftérMarcte26,2 0 1 feanghatBLM surveydatafor occupiedmarbledmurreletsites
wasenterednto theBLM corporatedatabasafterMarch26,2015.

®Redtreevolefi h a bair tearesi@scribedn themanagemerdirectionfor theapprovedRMP.
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will provideannualreportingof BLM surveyresults formarbledmurreletsandredtreevoles
(Appendix B) andwill considerthe extent othesefutureallocationsthroughplanevaluations
(Appendix A).

FortheDistrict-DesignatedReservé TimberProduction Capabilit€lassification, thé8LM
spatialdatabaséncludesthe currentmappedocation ofthis allocation® Overtime, the BLM

will addadditionalareado this allocationthroughupdatego theTimberProduction Capability
Classificationsystemwhenexaminationsndicatethatanarea meetthecriteriafor reservation.
TheBLM will also deleteareadrom this allocatiorandreturnthe areato the HarvestLand Base
throughupdates to th&imberProductionCapabilityClassificationsystemwhenexaminations
indicatethatanareadoesnot meetthe criteriafor reservationThe BLM will implementthese
additionsanddeletiongto theDistrict-DesignatedReserva TimberProduction Capability
Classificationthroughplanmaintenancehecausesuchchangewill representninor changes
basedon furtherrefining the decisionin theRMP (Appendix A).

For allotherland useallocations andlesignationsthe mappedocationof theseallocationsand
designationsn theBLM spatialdatabaseepresents thdecision.TheBLM providesthe maps

accompanyinghe RMPfor illustrative purpose®nly, asnotedon the mapaccompanyinghe

RMP.

Allowable Sale Quantity of Timber

TheOregonandCaliforniaRailroadandCoos BaywagonRoadGrantLandsAct of 1937(0&C
Act; 43 U.S.C. 1181atseq) providesthat therevestedD&C lands bemanagedi f permanent
forestproduction,andthetimberthereonshall besold, cut,andremovedn conformitywith the
principalof sustainedield for the purposeof providinga permanensourceof timbersupply,
protecting watershedeggulatingstream flowandcontributingto theeconomicstability of local
communitiesandindustriesandprovidingrecreationaf a c i |ThetO&EAct.gdeson tostate
t hat aiinpalprpduaivecapacityfor suchlands shall beleterminecanddeclaredé
[p]rovided,[t]hat timberfrom saidlandsé n o t thahthe ansualsustainedield capacityé
shall besoldannually,or somuchthereofascanbe soldatreasonabl@rices on anormal

mar ket . 0

TheBLM makes thigleterminatiorof the annualproductivecapacity(or allowablesalequantity
(ASQ)Y accountingfor therequirement®sf compliancewith otherlawsandwith consideration
of theobjectives)and useallocationsandmanagemenrdirectionof the RMP which affectthe
amountof timberthateachof thesustainedield unitscanproduceln this ROD, the BLM

® TimberProductionCapabilityClassificationis a procesf partitioningforestlandwithin thesustainedield unit

into majorclassedaseddn thebiologicalandphysicalcapabilityof the siteto supportandproduceforestproducts
onasustainedield basisusingoperationamanagemergracticesThroughthe Timber ProductionCapability
Classificationthe BLM identifiessomesitesasunsuitablefor sustaineeyield timberproductionbecaus®f their
biologicalandphysicalcapabilitiesand,underthis RMP, allocategshoseareado District-Designatedreserve
TimberProductionCapabilityClassification.

"In thisROD, theBLM considershetermsé a n mrodaudtivec a p a © ia h ysust@ihegieldc apaci ty, 6
0 s u s tyiald cnaepda andd ¥ |, 10 osaley lu la e assyhopythsandusesthemassuch.
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declareghe ASQ for the sustainegyield units in thedecisionarea which matchthe boundaries
for the CooBay, EugeneRoseburgandSalemDistricts®

As modifiedbelow,the ASQ for sustaine¢yield timberproductionford
1 TheCoos Baysustainedyield unit is 12 millionboardfeet(MMDbf);
1 TheEugenesustainedyield unit is 53MMDbf;
f TheRoseburgustainedyield unit is 32 MMbf® and
1 TheSalemsustainedyield unit is 65 MMDbf.

The ASQ for sustaineedyield timberproductionfor eachdistrict listedabovenecessarilyncludes
anamountof variationin thevolumeof timberthat theBLM will offer for sale, toacknowledge
the practicaldifficulties in predictingannualimplementatiorievels,to reflecttheforeseeable
yearto-year variationin BLM capacityto offer timbervolume,andto facilitatesharingof staff
andresourcesmongdistricts. Thusfor purpose®f makingthe declaration oASQ underthe
O&C Act, theBLM herebydeclareghat theASQ, orvolumeof timberthat theBLM actually
canoffer for salefrom eachsustainedyield unit, is thevolumefigure listedabove foreach
sustaineeyield unit with asmuchas40 percentvariationon anannualbasis.Overadecadeof
implementationthe actualvolumeof timberthatthe BLM offersfor sale from theCoosBay,
EugeneandSalemsustainedyield units mayeachvary by asmuchas20 percentfrom thetotal
of the volumefigureslistedabovesummed over thentiredecade. Over decadeof
implementationthe actualvolumeof timberthatthe BLM offersfor sale from théRoseburg
sustaineeyield unit mayvary by asmuchas30 percentfrom thevolumefigure listedabove
summedovertheentiredecade. Thus, thaeclaratiorof the ASQ for sustainedyield timber
productionconsistentvith the O&C Act is tooffer for saletimbervolumeswithin theranges
describedoth annuallyanddecadally For example underthedeclaredASQ for the Salem
sustainedyield unit, theBLM will offer for salebetweer89 MMbf and91 MMbf annually,and
betweer620 MMbfand780 MMbf decadallyThis variationin the volume otimberthat the
BLM will offer for sale is within thespectrunof alternativesanalyzedn the Proposed
RMP/FinalEIS.

The ASQ volumerepresentshe sustainedyield volume oftimberthat theBLM canoffer for
salefrom eachsustainedyield unit; assuch, theBLM offersthis sustaineédyield volume of
timberonly from the HarvestLand Base which hasspecificobjectivesfor sustaineéyield timber
production As discussedhn the ProposedRMP/FinalEIS, the BLM will also offer timber

8 TheBLM isin theprocesof consolidatinghe EugeneDistrict andSalemDistrict into the NorthwestOregon
District asa singleadministrativeandoperationalnit with oneDistrict Manager.This consolidatiordoesnotalter
theboundarie®f the EugeneandSalemsustaineeyield units.

°TheBLM declaregshe ASQfor sustainedyield timberproductionfor theentiretyof the Roseburgustainedyield
unit (i.e., the SwiftwaterandSouthRiver Field Officescollectively). However thisROD only providesobjectives,
landuseallocationsandmanagemerdirectionfor the SwiftwaterField Office of theRoseburdistrict. TheROD
for the Southwester®regonRMP providesobjectives)anduseallocationsandmanagemerdirectionfor the
SouthRiver Field Office of the Roseburdistrict. TheBLM alsopresentshis samedeclaratiorthatthe ASQrange
for theentiretyof the Roseburgsustainedyield unitis 32 MMbf (with the 40 percentannualvariationfactor)in the
ROD for the Southwester®regonRMP. Neitherthe ROD for the Southwester®regonRMP northe ROD for the
NorthwesterrandCoastalOregonRMP specifyhow muchof this 32 MMbf (with the40 percenannualvariation
factor) will beofferedfrom the SouthRiver Field Office or the SwiftwaterField Office individually. Theportionof
thetotal ASQrange forthe Roseburgustaineeyield unit thatwill be offeredfrom eachof thetwo field officesin
theRoseburdistrict is atthediscretionof the BLM.
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volumefrom thereserveallocationswhich do not havebjectivesfor sustaineéyield timber
production.This timbervolume,whichis callednonASQ volumein the ProposedRMP/Final
EIS, will not count towards thASQ volume Althoughthe ProposedRMP/Final EIS estimated
theamountof nonrASQ volumethat theBLM is likely to offer fromeachsustaineéyield unit
eachdecade, th8LM does notleclare aramountof nonASQ volumeor otherwise commito
producinga specificamount ofnonASQ volume,eitherannuallyor decadally. The BLM
anticipateffering for sale approximateltheamount of nomASQ timber volumehat the
ProposedRMP/FinalEIS estimatedrom eachsustainedyield unitfor eachdecadeHowever,
this RODdoesnot setanyminimum or maximunamountof nonASQ volumethat theBLM
will offer for sale, becaudthis estimated/olumerepresentshe by-productof management
actionsthatthe BLM will implementin thereserve allocationsyhich do not havenbjectivesfor
sustaineeyield timberproduction.TheBLM will considerthroughmonitoringandplan
evaluationwhether themplementation ofnanagemerdctionswithin thereserve allocationthat
producenonASQ timber volumes consistentith the effectsanalysisin the Proposed
RMP/FinalEIS, andwhethermplementatiorof actionsundertheRMP is effectivelymeeting
RMP objectives.

As noted in théraft RMP/EISandProposedRMP/FinalEIS, the necessanyrganization
transitionfrom implementingactionsconsistentvith the1995 RMPs tamplementingactions
consistentvith thenewRMP maytaketime. Fortheindividual sustaineeyield units, the
difference betweethe ASQ rangedeclaredn this RODandthatdeclaredn the 1995 RMPs is
variable:the ASQ rangehasincreasedor the Salem andeugene sustainegeld units andhas
decreasetbr theCoos BayandRoseburgsustaineeyield units. TheBLM will needtime to
restructure resourcedsidget.andstafffor full implementatiorof actionsconsistent with the
approvedRMP. In addition,the BLM will needtime torealignsometimbersalesbeingprepared
or alreadypreparedut notoffered,in accordancavith changingand useallocationsand
managemerdirectionof the RMP ,andin accordancevith specificrestrictionsdescribedelow
underii P r o BegunPRrier to theROD/RMP,but DecidedAftertheROD/ RMP . 0

Because¢he BLM is approvinghis RODIlatein fiscal year2016andbecause¢he BLM has
largelycompletedpreparation ofimbersalesfor fiscal year2016prior to approvinghis ROD,
theBLM will continue tobe guidedby the 1995 RMPs inffering volumein fiscal year2016.

In fiscal years2017and2018,the BLM will strive to offer volumefrom theHarvestLand Base
to achievethe ASQ range,ncludingthe 40 percent annuehriationfactor,declaredn this ROD
from eachsustaineeyield unit. However the opportunitiedor the BLM to offer timberfrom the
HarvestLand Baseduringfiscal years2017and2018areconstrainedy thefollowing:

1 Theplanningandanalysisof timbersalesrequiresseveralyearsof preparatiorbeforethe
BLM candesigna site-specificprojectandreachadecision.

1 The BLMdid notyetknow thelocationof the land usallocationsandmanagement
direction,or thedeclaredASQ rangefor eachsustainedyield unit in thisapprovedRMP
whenthe BLM beganwork onmost of theimbersalesthatcouldbe offered irfiscal
years2017and2018.

1 Thegeneralgeographidocation oftimbersalesin developmentor fiscal years2017and
2018cannotnow bechangedvithout otherwisecancellingthose sales.
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Thus, theBLM does notavetime toprepareafull complemenof newtimbersalesfor fiscal
years2017and2018from theHarvestLand Baseallocatedby thisROD. In addition,the needto
restructure resourcesudget.andstafffor full implementatiorof actionsunder theapproved
RMP restrictsthe ability of the BLM to offer timbersalesn fiscalyears2017and2018 in some
sustainedyield units.As aresult,the BLM will likely beunableto offer sufficientvolumefrom
theHarvestLand Basein somesustainegyield units toachievethe declaredASQ range
includingthe 40percentannualvariationfactorin fiscal years2017and2018.

In fiscal year2019andsubsequenyearsthe BLM will offer for sale azolumeof timberfrom
theHarvestLand Basewithin thedeclaredASQ rangeincludingthe 40percentannualvariation
factordeclaredn this RODfor eachsustainedyield unit. Fiscalyear2019will be thefirst year
of implementatiorfor the purposeof determining théevel of decadalariationaroundthe
declaredASQ.

What the ROD and RMP Do Not Provide
TheapprovedRMP doesnot containdecisiondor actionsoutside thgurisdictionof the BLM,
suchasdecisiondor the managemern lands noadministeredy the BLM. The approved
RMP doesnotchangeaheB L M desponsibilityto complywith applicabldawsandregulations.
TheapprovedRMP doesnot establishor alterBLM nationalpolicy. TheapprovedRMP doesnot
directly determineBLM fundingor staffinglevels.

TheapprovedRMP includesland useplandecisionsanddoesnot includeanyimplementation
decisionsAs describedn the FLPMA, landuse plansaretoolsby whichfi p r eamdefutureuse

ispr oj g431.8.8.6701(a)(2)) TheB L M planningregulationanakeclearthatlanduse
plansarea preliminarystep inthe overallprocesf managingoublic lands,andarefi d e s itog n e d
guideandcontrolfuture managemenrdctionsandthe developmenbf subsequentnore detailed
andlimited scopeplansfor resourcegndu s 43 68FR1601.0 2). A landuseplantherefores

not ordinarilythe mediunfor affirmativedecisionghatimplementB L M @rsjections;the

FLPMA providest h at Sécfetarjmaygssuemanagemerdecisions tomplementianduse

pl a@3Uds.C.1712(e)).In otherwords,the decisionamplementinghedirectionin aland
useplanaredistinctfrom the planitself. Furthermoretheregulationdefiningaland useplan
declareghat aplanfi inst afinal implementatiordecisionon actionswhich requirefurther
specificplans, processteps, odecisionsunderspecificprovisionsof lawandr e gul #48i ons 0
CFR1601.05). As such,land useplandecisiongobjectives)and useallocationsand
managemerdirection)do not directlyauthorizeéimplementatiorof on-the-ground projects,
whichtheBLM cancarryoutonly aftercompletion offurtherNEPA compliance andecision
makingprocesseandconsultation as appropriat®.

1 Thedesignationin theapprovedRMP of areasaslimited or closedfor public motorizedaccessretransportation
landuseplandecisionsaandnotimplementatiordecisionsLanduseplandecisionguidefuturelandmanagement
actionsandprovideguidancdor subsequertite-specificimplementatiordecisionsDesignation®f areasaslimited
or closedfor public motorizedacceswill guideusewithin theseareaauntil theBLM completesmplementation
leveltravelmanagemenmnlanning,consistentvith theBLM TravelandTransportatiotHandbookH-8342(USDI
BLM 2012).
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Existing Decisions
TheapprovedRMP doesnot alterthe followingexistingdecisionswhich remainvalid within
thedecisionarea:

1 Recordof Decisionfor Implementatiorof aWind EnergyDevelopmenProgramand
Associated_and UsePlanAmendmentgUSDI BLM 2005a)

1 Recordof DecisionandResource ManagemeRtanAmendmentdor Geothermal
Leasingin theWesternUnited StateUSDA FSand USDIBLM 2008)

1 ApprovedResourcd’lanAmendments/Recordf Decisionfor Designatiorof Energy
Corridorson Bureauof LandManagemenadministeredands in thel1l Western
StateUSDI BLM 2009)

1 VegetationTreatmentdJsingHerbicideson BLM Landsin OregonRecordof
Decision(USDI BLM 2010)

1 Recordof Decisionfor Managemenbf PortOrford-cedarin Southwester®regon
(Coos BayandRoseburdistricts; USDIBLM 2004)

1 SeedOrchardRecordof Decisionfor IntegratedPestManagemen(Eugeneand
SalembDistricts; USDI BLM 2005b, 2005c)

1 North BankHabitatManagemen#frea andAreaof Critical EnvironmentalConcern
Recordof Decision(Roseburdistrict; USDI BLM 2001)

1 North UmpquaRiver ManagemenPlan(Roseburdistrict; USDA FS,USDI BLM,
andOregonStateParks andRecreatiorDepartmentL992)

1 Molalla RiverTableRockRecreatiorArea Managemerilan(SalemDistrict; USDI
BLM 2011)

1 QuartzvilleCreekNationalWild andScenicRiver ManagemenPlan(SalemDistrict;
USDIBLM 1992)

1 SalmonNationalWild andScenicRiver Management Pla(SalemDistrict; USDA
FSandUSDIBLM 1993a)

1 SandyWild andScenicRiver andStateScenicWaterwayManagemenPlan(Salem
District; USDIBLM 1993b)
TableRockWildernessManagemenPlan(SalemDistrict; USDIBLM 1987)
YaquinaHeadOutstandingNaturalAreaManagement Pla(BalemDistrict; USDI
BLM 1983)

= =

TheBLM hasreviewedthesedecisionsandconcludedhat theselecisions do not conflict with
theapprovedRMP. TheBLM will continueto takeactionsconsistentvith theseexisting
decisionaunlessand until theBLM amendsrevises, orescindgheseexistingdecisions in
decisionmakingseparatdérom this approvedRMP.

TheapprovedRMP doesnot alterthe WestEugenéNetlandsRecordof DecisionandResource
ManagemenPlan (Eugen®istrict; USDIBLM 2015a).The BLM -administeredands under the
WestEugene WetlandRMP arenot within thedecisionarea forthis approved RMP.

Application of the RMP to Existing and New Projects
Revisionof anRMP necessarilynvolvesa transitionfrom theapplicationof the old RMP to the
applicationof thenewRMP. The planningandanalysisof futureprojectssuchastimbersales
requiresseveralyearsof preparatiorbeforethe BLM candesignasite-specificprojectandreach
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adecision Allowing for atransitionfrom the old RMP to thenew RMP avoidsdisruption ofthe
managemenf the BLM -administeredandsandallowsthe BLM to utilize work alreadybegun
on theplanningandanalysisof projects.This sectioraddressethe applicationof the RMPto
three categoriesf futureprojects:
1. Projectsfor whichthe BLM hassigneda projectspecificdecisionprior to theeffective
dateof thisROD.
2. Projectsfor whichtheBLM hasbegunpreparatiorof NEPA documentgrior to the
effective dateof this ROD, but has ngftet signeda projectspecificdecision.
3. Projectsfor whichthe BLM has not begupreparatiorof NEPAdocuments prioto the
effective dateof thisROD.

Forthisdiscussionprojectsareconsideredo be on-the-groundimplementatioractionsthat
includebut arenotlimited to timbersalespre.commerciakhinning,fuelsreduction(prescribed
fire andmechanicatreatments)culvertreplacementgpadrenovationsstreanrestoration,
constructiorof fire breaks, andhe grantingof rights-of-way. Also for thisdiscussiona project
specificdecisionfor atimbersale isconsideredo be signedupon thepublication ofa noticeof
salein anewspapergonsistent with 4&FR5003.2.

Projects Decided Prior to the ROD/RMP

This RODdoesnot affectimplementatiorof projectsfor whichthe BLM hassigneda project
specificdecisionprior to theeffective dateof thisROD. TheBLM factoredeffectsof
implementatiorof these projectsito theanalysisn the ProposedRMP/FinalEIS eitherasan
analyticalassumption abowurrentlandtreatmentypesandlevels ofactivity, or aspart ofthe
currentconditionof the affectecenvironment.

Projects Begun Prior to the ROD/RMP, but Decided After the
ROD/RMP
TheBLM mayimplementprojectsconsistent with thenanagemendirection ofeitherthe 1995
RMP or theapprovedRMP attachedo this ROD atthediscretionof the decisiormaker,ifd
1 TheBLM had notsigneda projectspecificdecisionprior to theeffectivedate ofthis
ROD;
1 TheBLM beganpreparation oNEPA documentation prior to theffectivedateof this
ROD; and
1 TheBLM signs gorojectspecificdecision on th@rojectwithin 2 yearsof the effective
dateof thisROD.

In this context, preparation of NERFocumentation isonsideredo havebegunupon the
earliestof oneof thefollowing:

1 Publicnotificationthatthe BLM will be preparinga NEPA document.

1 Initiation of externalscoping.

1 Completionof documentatiorf a Determinatiorof NEPA Adequacy.

1 Completionof documentatiof a CategoricaExclusion Review.
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TheBLM maymakedecisionswithin this 2-yearperiodof transitionto implementsuchprojects
describedaboveconsistent with thenanagementdirectionof the 1995 RMRat the discretionof
thedecisionmaker,with theexceptionof anyof thefollowing:

1 Regeneratiomarvest' within the Late-SuccessionaReservallocatedby this ROD that
is inconsistentvith themanagementirectionfor the Late-SuccessiondReserve
containedwithin theapprovedRMP.

1 Issuancef right-of-way grantswithin the Late-SuccessiondReserveallocated bythis
ROD thatareinconsistent with thenanagemendirectionfor the Late-Successional
Reservecontainedwithin the approvedRMP.

1 Commerciathinningwithin theinnerzoneof the RiparianReserveallocatedby this
ROD that isinconsistentvith themanagemerdirectionfor the RiparianReserve
containedwithin theapprovedRMP.

1 Projectswithin theDistrict-DesignatedReserva LandsManaged fotheir Wilderness
Characteristicsllocatedby this ROD that areinconsistent with thenanagement
directionfor the District-DesignatedReservé LandsManagedor their Wilderness
Characteristicsontainedwithin theapprovedRMP.

1 Timber harvesthat wouldcausetheincidental takeof northernspotted owterritorial
pairsor residentsinglesand does not hawaesignedBiological OpinionandIincidental
Take Statemerihat predates theffectivedate of theBiological Opinion forthe
approvedRMP.

If thedecisionmakerelects tamplementsuchprojectsconsistent with thenanagemerdirection
in the1995 RMPqthatdo not involve anyof thefive exceptionglescribedabove),suchprojects
mayincludefeaturesot consistentvith themanagemenrdirectionin theapprovedRMP
attachedo thisROD. However,anydifferencein the specificeffectsresultingfrom
implementatiorof timbersalesandotherprojectsnot consistentvith themanagemerdirection
in theapprovedRMP would notaltertheanalysisof effectsin the ProposedRMP/FinalEIS
becaus®f thelimited geographiextent ofsuchprojects. Additionally, implementation ofuch
projectswould not altetheanalysisof effectsin the ProposedRMP/FinalEIS becaus®f the
limited differencebetweerprojectspreparedn conformancevith the1995RMPs andorojects
preparedn conformancevith theapprovedRMP.

As detailedin the ForestManagemensection ofChapter3 of the Propose®@MP/FinalEIS, the
average totaimberharvestacreagainder theNo Action alternative(i.e.,implementatiorof the
1995 RMPs)vould havebeenl5,704acresperyearwithin thedecisionarea; undetheapproved
RMPs, theBLM estimates thaverage totaimberharvestacreagevill be 15,563acresperyear.
Giventhat thevegetatiormodelingprovidedoutputsbasedon 1Gyearincrementsandgiventhe
likely yearto-yearvariability in timberharvestacreagethis differenceof lessthanl percenin
theaveragdimber harvesacreagever this 2yeartransitionperiodwould notresultin any
measurabler meaningfuldifferencein the effectsdescribedn the ProposedRMP/FinalEIS.

Theprimaryinconsistencyvith theapprovedRMP that is likelyto occurin theseprojectsis the
lower amountof greentreeretentionin regeneratiomarvestsn areaghatwereGeneralForest
Managemenfreaunderthe 1995 RMPs budreallocatedio Low IntensityTimberAreain this

" Theconstructiorof roadsor landingsdoesnot constituteregeneratiomarvest.
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ROD. Thereareonly 14,918acreshatwere GeneraForestManagemenfreaunder thel995
RMPs butareallocatedo Low Intensity Timber Areain theseRODs,which constitutedess than
1 percentf thedecisionareaand3 percenpf thetotal HarvestLand Baseallocatedn both this
ROD andthe Southwester®regonROD. Basedon the averagdimberharvestacreagdrom the
vegetatiormodelingoutputs regeneratiomarvesin theseareasduringthe 2-yeartransition
periodwould total approximatel850acres(out ofatotal of 6,223acresof regeneratiomarvest
duringthis 2-yearperiod)spreadver theareaof this RODandthe Southwesteri®regonROD.
Furthermoreanydifferencein greentreeretention inregeneratiomarvestsvould likely bea
smallproportionof the totalamountof greentreeretention.The managemendirectionfor the
GeneralForestManagemenAreain the1995 RMPgequiredretentionof 6i 8 treesperacre,and
theapprovedRMP requiresretentionof 15 30 percent of there-harveststandbasalareain Low
Intensity TimberArea. Although 6i 8 treesper acrevould constitutdessthan15i 30 percentof
the pre-harveststandbasalareaundermost stanatonditions, theequirement®f thesediffering
measuresvould overlapin somestandconditions.Theamountof greentreeretentionin
regeneratiomarvestsvould resultin inconsistenciebetweerprojectsimplementectonsistent
with the 1995 RMPsandprojectsimplementedtonsistent with thapprovedRMP thatwould
resultin greaterenvironmentakffectsthanprojectsconsistent with thepprovedRMP. This
inconsistencyvould notresultin anymeasurabler meaningfuldifferencein theeffects
describedn theProposedRMP/FinalEIS becaus®f thesmalldifferencein greentreeretention
levelsand therelativelysmallacreagehat wouldbe affected.

Roadandlandingconstructionwithin theLate-SuccessiondReserveaallocated bythis RODfor
projectspreparedconsistentvith themanagemendirectionof the 1995 RMPsgould potentially
resultin adverseeffectsgreaterthanif suchprojectswerepreparedonsistent with the
managemerdirectionof this approvedRMP. In mostcasesyoadandlandingconstruction
would beconsistentvith both themanagemerdirectionof the 1995 RMPs antthis approved
RMP. Roadandlandingconstructionwould bemost likelyto beinconsistent with the
managemerdirectionof this approvedRMP whereprojectsare prepareth areaghat hadbeen
within theMatrix landuse allocatiorunderthe 1995 RMPsandareallocatedo Late-
SuccessiondReserveby this ROD. It is not possible taharacterizg@reciselythe acresthat
would beaffected because thdeterminatiorof whetheroadandlandingconstructionwould be
consistentvith themanagemendirectionof this approvedRMP depend®n roadspecificand
site-specificinformationthatis notyetavailable.Nevertheless,oadandlandingconstruction
within theLate- SuccessiondReservehat is not consistent with tmeanagementirectionin the
approvedRMP would not altethe analysisof effectsin the ProposedRMP/FinalEIS becausef
thelimited geographiextent ofsuchprojects. TheBLM anticipateghat thetotal acreagef road
andlandingconstructiorthatcould potentiallybeinconsistent with thenanagemendirectionin
theLate-SuccessiondReserve duringhe 2year transitiorperiodwould totalapproximately30
acresacrosghedecisionareaof the NorthwesterrandCoastalOregonROD.

Thus, while thenconsistencieselatedto regeneratioftnarvestsandroadconstructionn projects
implemented consistentith the 1995 RMPsouldresultin greaterenvironmentaeffectsthan
projectsconsistent with theapprovedRMP, even thesmconsistencies/ould notresultin any
measurabler meaningfuldifferencein the effectsdescribedn the ProposedRMP/Final EIS.
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Projects Begun After the ROD/RMP

Projectsfor whichthe BLM beginspreparatiorof NEPA documentatiorafterthe effective date
of this RODor for whichthe BLM signsa decision morehan 2yearsafterthe effective dateof
this RODmust beconsistentvith themanagemendirectionin theapproved RMP.

Valid Existing Rights
OtherFederal State, otocal governmentgencies]ribes,privateindividuals,or companies
mayhold valid existingightswithin thedecisionarea.Consideringheinterminglednatureof
theBLM-administeredands in theplanningareathe BLM hasgrantedmanyrights-of-way,
leasespermits,and otheestablished legalghtswithin thedecisionareaoverthe years.Valid
existingrights maypertainto timbersalecontractsmining claims,mineralor energyleases,
leasesgasementgpermits,rights-of-way, andwaterrights. Perhapshe most extensivand
uniquerightsarethereciprocalrights-of-way agreementsvith dozens oadjacentandowners
establishedo providefor thelogical, effective,andefficient developmenbf acces®n the
intermingledlands.

Thedecisionan theapprovedRMP do not alteor extinguishvalid existingrightson BLM -
administeredands. Valid existingightstakeprecedencever thedecisions in thapproved
RMP. Authorizationfor implementingan actionthat wouldaffectthesevalid existingrights may
be subjectto approvalby the holdersof valid existingrightsandmaynot bediscretionaryto
BLM. While theBLM mayhaveauthorityto implementconditionsfor approvalof actions
implementedtonsistentvith theapprovedRMP, anyconditionswould haveto beconsistent
with thevalid existingrightsalreadygrantedor otherwiseobtainedIf authorizationgpursuanto
valid existingrightscomeup for reviewandcanbe modified by the BLM, the BLM will bring
theseauthorizationsnto conformancevith theapprovedRMP.

Thedecisiongan theapprovedRMP describeproceduraktepsthatarerelevant to somealid
existingrights, but do notalteror extinguishthe valid existingrights. Forexample, the
managemerdirectionin theapprovedRMP describexircumstancesnderwhich a Plan of
Operationswill be requiredfor mining activities; suchdescriptionof procedurabktepsdo not
alteror extinguishanyvalid existingmining claims.

Changes to the RMP between the Proposed RMP/Final EIS and

the ROD
Forthemanagementirection in theapprovedRMP, theBLM hasrewordedsomemanagement
directionfrom Appendix B of the ProposedRMP/FinalEIS to providegreaterclarity and
consistencyndto correcttypographicakrrors.Thesechangedo themanagemendirectiondo
not substantivelalterthe meaningof themanagemerdirectionandthusdo not substantively
altertheanalyticalconclusions in th@roposedRMP/FinalEIS.
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TheBLM hasupdateddatafrom the ProposedRMP/FinalEIS on the mappin@f land use
allocationsof theapprovedRMP, which hasresulted inchangesn theacreages of thenduse
allocations'? Thesechanges iracreageesultprimarily from thefollowing sources:

1 FortheapprovedRMP, theBLM hasmappedand useallocationswithout projecting
predictedmarbledmurrelet sites opredictedredtreevole sitesdescribedn the Proposed
RMP/FinalEIS. The BLM includedestimate®f thesepredictedsitesin theacreagef
land useallocationsin theProposedRMP/FinalEIS based oranalyticalassumptions.
While this RODrequiresthefutureallocationof marbledmurreletoccupiedstandsand
redtreevoleil h a hair tesatthel ate-SuccessiondReservedor occupiedsitesunderthe
circumstancedescribedn theDecisionsectionabove the BLM will allocatesuchsites
to theLate-SuccessiondReserveonly when theBLM has discovereduchsites.

1 TheBLM hasgroupedAreasof Critical EnvironmentalConcerrthatdo notoverlapthe
HarvestLand Basewith District-DesignatedReserves in thapprovedRMP.

1 TheBLM hascorrectedhegroupingof landuseallocationsfor the ProposedRMP/Final
EIS thatincludedWilderness StudyreasandSuitableWild andScenicRiversas
District-DesignatedReservesTheselands argroperlygroupedwith Congressionally
ReservecndNationalConservatiorLandsin theapprovedRMP.

1 Forthe mappingf theland useallocationsfor theapprovedRMP, the BLMhas
reorderedhe hierarchyf thefollowing land useallocationsfrom the mappingof land
useallocationsfor analysisn theProposedRMP/FinalEIS:

o TheBLM hasmovedtheinnerzoneof theRiparianReservedo belowthe portions
of the Late-SuccessiondReservahat areoccupiedmarbledmurreletsites,
occupiedredtreevole sites,or structurallycomplexforest. The BLM madethis
changeo keepall portions of theRiparianReserve togethen thehierarchyto
provide consisterthanagemengndto ensurghatoccupiedmarbledmurrelet
sites,occupiedredtreevole sites,or structurallycomplexforestaremanaged
consistentvith Late-SuccessiondReserve managemeditection.

o TheBLM hasmovedareas delineatingatersurfaceqe.g.,lakes,reservoirs,
ponds) to benappedwith District-DesignatedReserveshat delineate nen
forestedareasThis District-DesignatedReservdand useallocationis abovethe
Late-SuccessiondReserve antheRiparianReserve. Th8LM hasmadethis
changesothatareas of watesurfacearenot grouped witHorestedor vegetated
areadn futureanalysisor monitoring.

0o TheBLM hasmappedand useallocationswith CongressionalljReserved.ands
andNationalConservatiorLandsatthetop of thehierarchyto ensurethat lands
with multiple designationshatincludeda nationalor congressionatllesignation
aremanagedinder themostprotectiveland useallocationassociatedo those
acresAs such,notall lands withinidentifiedlandswith wildernesscharacteristic
unitsare allocatedio theland useallocationof District-DesignatedReserve$
LandsManaged fotheir WildernesCharacteristicsSpecifically,the identified
landswith wildernesscharacteristicsinit knownasSalmon Huckleberry

2TheBLM continuallyconductsiewsurveysin thecourseof implementingactionsconsistentvith the RMP,
which mayimprovetheaccuracyf geospatiainformationin theBLM spatialdatabaseSurveydatamayresultin
slightchangesn thegeospatiatepresentationf ownershipboundarieswhich mayresultin shifting of boundaries
for somelanduseallocationsor specialareago realignwith theownershipnformation.TheBLM will updatethe
spatialdatabasevertime to reflectthisimprovedsurveydataaspartof planmaintenancéAppendix A).
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Additions SalmonRiveris entirelyallocatedto theland useallocationof
CongressionallyrReserved.andsandNationalConservatiorLandsbecausef the
overlappingdesignatedVild andScenicRiverswithin theunit boundary.

1 TheBLM hascorrectecerrorsin mappingof public motorizedaccesslesignations,
which resultedn errorsof reportedacresof areaslesignatecslimited andclosedwithin
theplanningarea.Thecorrectedacresfor eachdistrictare identifiedn Appendix H of
theattachedapprovedRMP.

1 TheBLM removedtheland useallocationsfor five parcelstotaling488acresin theCoos
Bay District, becausé€Coos Countyhas authorityor surface managemeat these parcels
(16 U.S.C.405).

1 TheBLM has disposed gfarcelstotaling94 acres in th&alemDistrict. TheBLM has
removedtheselands from thdaseownershipdataandremovedthe correspondindand
useallocationsin the BLM spatiadatabase.

1 TheBLM hasacquiredparcelgotaling86 acresn the Coos Bayistrict andhas
assignedheseacresto land useallocationsconsistentvith thepurposdor which they
wereacquired.

1 TheBLM hasacquiredparcelsotaling399acresn the SalemDistrict andhasassigned
theseacreso land useallocationsconsistentvith the purposefor which theywere
acquired.

1 TheBLM hascorrectedcan omission othe existingMolalla Rifle Club LeaseExtensive
RecreatiorManagemenfrea,a40-acre countyeaserecreatiorsite in theSalem
District.

TheBLM has madé¢hesechangedo correcterrors angrovideclarificationsof thelanduse
allocationsmanagementbjectives andmanagementirectionof theapprovedRMP.

TheBLM hasaddedspecificfisheriesreportingitems to themonitoringplan inAppendix B of
theapprovedRMP toreflectthetermsandconditionsof theincidentaltakestatementancluded
in thebiological opinionsfrom the NationalMarine FisheriesServiceandthe U.S. Fishand
Wildlife Service.

TheBLM hasidentifiederrorsin Table3-53 ofthe ProposedRMP/FinalEIS in the calculation
of percentimberinventorychangebetween 201and2113for the Proposed RMP (USIBLM
2016, p.336). Thecorrectvaluesare94 percent for theeserves40 percent fothe HarvestLand
Base,and84 percenbverall. The ProposedRMP/Final EIS correctlypresented thanderlying
inventorydata inFigure3-63, which displayedthe samenventorychangen billion boardfeetof
timber(USDIBLM 2016, p.335).Theerrorin ProposedRMP/FinalEIS is limited to the
calculationof the percentthangan inventoryfor the ProposedRMP; thislimited error doesiot
reflecterrorsin theunderlyinganalysisanddid notleadto errorsin anyanalyticalconclusions.

Thechangesndcorrectionsnotedabovedo not substantiallghangethe analyticalconclusions

describedn theProposedRMP/FinalEIS. Thereforethe BLM concludeghatpreparatiorof a
supplementaEISin notrequired.
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The Proposed RMP and Alternatives

TheBLM designed theangeof alternativego span théull spectrunof alternativeghatwould
respondo thepurposeandneedfor theaction.The BLM developed thalternativeso represent
arangeof overallmanagemerapproachegather than exemplifgradationsn designfeatures.
In the Propose®MP/FinalEIS,the BLM analyzedn detailthe ProposedRMP, theNo Action
alternative andfour actionalternativesin addition,the BLM analyzechow two subalternatives,
which modify anindividual componenbf northern spottedwl! conservationn analternative,
would altereffectson timberproductionandnorthern spottedwls. The ProposedRMP/Final
ElIS alsodiscussedeveraklternativeghat theBLM consideredut did notanalyzen detail.

TheBLM developed thalternativesn asingleDraft RMP/EISanda singleProposed
RMP/FinalEIS that support th&ODsfor both theNorthwesterrandCoastalOregonRMP and
the Southwester®regonRMP. As such thealternativesummarizedereandthe rationalefor
selectionpresentedbelowaddres®lementghathavelittle or no directapplicabilityto this RMP
(e.g.,UnevenagedTimberArea, EastsideManagement Areal.he BLM intendstheseconsistent
decisiondor the NorthwesterrandCoastalOregon RMPandSouthwester©regonRMP to
providefor coordinatednanagememf BLM -administeredandsacrossvesternOregon.

The No Action Alternative
TheNo Action alternativeis implementatiorof the 1995 RMPs asritten (in contrasto the
BLMO surrentimplementatiorpracticesunderthe 1995 RMPs)Implementatiorof thetimber
managemerprogramhasdepartedsubstantiallyffrom theoutcomegredictedn the 1995 RMPs,
andcontinuingto harvestimberatthedeclaredASQ level for multiple decadesnto thefuture
would not be possiblesingthe currentpracticesAdditionally, thelanduseallocationsand
managemerdirectionof the No Action alternativedo notaddresshe Revised RecoveBianfor
the NorthernSpottedOwl (owl recoveryplan; USDIFWS 2011), thenewdesignatiorof critical
habitatfor the northernspotted owl, or theewscientificinformationon thenorthernspotted
owl, includingthe effectsof landmanagemern northernspottedowl habitat,demographic
studiesandanalyse®f theeffectsof barred owln northernspottedowls.

The Action Alternatives
Theactionalternativesnclude thefollowing land useallocations:CongressionallyReserved
Lands,District-DesignatedReservesl.ate-SuccessiondReserveRiparianReserveHarvest
LandBaseandEastsidéVlanagemenfrea. Thelocationandacreagef theseallocationswith
the exceptionof CongressionallReserved.ands,vary by alternative Within eachaction
alternativethe HarvestLand Base Late-SuccessiondReserveandRiparianReservehave
specificsuballocationswith differing managemendirection.

Alternative A

AlternativeA hasa Late-SuccessiondReserve largethanthe No Action alternative.The
HarvestLandBaseis comprised ofthe UnevenAged Timber Area andheHigh Intensity
TimberArea. TheHigh IntensityTimber Areaincludesregeneratiomarvesiwith noretention
(i.e., clearcuts).
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AlternativeA includesdesignatiorof SpecialRecreatiorManagemenfreaswhere developed
recreatiorsites orfacilities currentlyexist.In therest of thedecisionareathe BLM would not
managespecificallyfor recreationputrecreatiorcould occurto theextent that th&LM has
legal publicaccessndrecreationis not inconflict with the primaryuses of thesknds.

AlternativeA includesmanagemerior wildernesscharacteristicef all identified landswith
wildernesscharacteristicthatarenot within theHarvestLand Base.

Alternative A doesnot includetreatmenbf suddemak deathinfectionsites.

Alternative B and Sub-Alternative B
In the Draft RMP/EIS,the BLM identified Alternative B asthe preferredalternative.

AlternativeB hasa Late-SuccessiondReserve similain sizeto AlternativeA, thoughof a
differentspatialdesign.The HarvestLand Baseis comprisedf the UneverAged TimberArea,
Low IntensityTimber Area,andModeratelntensity Timber Area. Theportion ofthe Harvest
LandBasein UnevenAged TimberAreais thelargestof all actionalternativesTheLow
IntensityTimber AreaandModeratelntensity Timber Areaincluderegeneratiomarvestwith
varyinglevels of retention.

AlternativeB includesdesignatiorof SpecialRecreatioManagemenfreas at currently
developedecreatiorfacilities,andon landswvherethereareboth uniqueecreatioropportunities
andwhere designatiowould notconflict with sustainedyield timberharvestAlternativeB
includesdesignatiorof ExtensiveRecreatioManagemenfAreaswherethe BLM hasdeveloped
andcurrentlymanagesecreatioractivities outsidef developedacilities, primarily wherethe
BLM hasauthorizednotorizedandnon-motorizedtrails, andwherethe BLM currentlymanages
dispersedecreatioractivities.

AlternativeB includesmanagemerfor wildernesscharacteristicef all identifiedlands with
wildernesscharacteristicthatareoutsideof theHarvestLand Base andwheretheyarewithin
compatibleexistingandpotentialRecreatiorManagemen#reas.

AlternativeB includestreatmentt all sudderoak deathinfectionsites outside afhe Riparian
Reservaandno treatmentt infectionsites in theRiparianReserve.

SubAlternativeB is identicalto Alternative B,exceptthatit includesprotectionof habitat
within the homeangesof all northernspottedowl knownandhistoricsites.

Alternative C and Sub-Alternative C

AlternativeC hasthelargestHarvestLand Baseof anyof thealternativesTheHarvestLand
Baseis comprised ofthe UnevenAged TimberArea andheHigh IntensityTimberArea.The
High IntensityTimberArea includesegeneratiomarvestwith noretention(i.e., clearcuts).
AlternativeC hasthe smallesacreagen theRiparianReserveof all of thealternatives.
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AlternativeC includesdesignatiorof SpecialRecreatiorManagemen#reas at currently
developedecreatiorfacilities,andon landsvheredesignatiordoesnot conflict with sustained
yield timberharvestAlternativeC includesdesignation oExtensiveRecreatiorManagement
Areaswherethe BLM hasdevelopedindcurrentlymanagesecreatioractivities outsidef
developedacilities, primarily wherethe BLM hasauthorizednotorizedandnonmotorized
trails,andwherethe BLM currentlymanageslispersedecreatioractivities.In addition,the
BLM would designateSpecialRecreatiorManagemenfreasandExtensiveRecreation
Managemen#reasto addresspecificrecreatiordemandandscarcity.

AlternativeC includesmanagemerfor wildernesscharacteristicef identifiedlandswith
wildernescharacteristicthatarenot within theHarvestLand Base ,andwheretheyarewithin
compatibleexistingandpotentialRecreatiorManagemen#reas.

AlternativeC includestreatmentat all suddemak deathinfectionsites.

SubAlternativeC is identicalto AlternativeC, exceptthatthe Late-SuccessiondReserve
includesall stands80 yearsold andolder.

Alternative D

AlternativeD hasthe smallestLate-SuccessiondReserveof anyof theactionalternativesThe
HarvestLandBaseis comprised othe UnevenAged TimberArea, Owl HabitatTimberArea,
andModeratelntensity Timber Area. The Owl HabitatTimber Areaincludes timbeharvest
appliedin amannerthat wouldmaintainnorthernspottedowl habitat. The Moderatelntensity
TimberArea includesegeneratiomarvestwith retention AlternativeD has thdargestacreage
in theRiparianReserveof all of theactionalternatives.

AlternativeD includesdesignatiorof SpecialRecreatioManagemen#reas at currently
developedecreatiorfacilities,andon lands~vheredesignatiordoesnot conflict with sustained
yield timberharvestAlternativeD would includedesignatiorof ExtensiveRecreation
Managemen#reason all landswithin the decisionareawhereexistingrecreatioruseis
occurring andhe BLM haslegal public accessIn addition,the BLM would designateSpecial
andExtensiveRecreatiorManagemenfreaswhereknown historicrecreatiorusehasoccurred,
andwherethe BLM is seekingo addressactivity-specificdemandsThe BLM would designate
theseto themaximumextentpossiblewithout precludingsustaineéyield timberharvest.

AlternativeD would notincludethe managemerfor wildernesscharacteristicef anyidentified
landswith wildernesscharacteristics.

AlternativeD includestreatmentt all suddemak deathinfection sites.

The Proposed RMP
TheBLM developed th€roposedRMP asa variationon AlternativeB, which theBLM
identifiedin the Draft RMP/ElSasthe preferredalternative. The Proposed RMmPasa Late-
SuccessiondReservdhat is arefinementbf the Late-SuccessiondReservalesignin Alternative
B. TheHarvestLandBaseis comprisedf theUnevenAged TimberArea, Low IntensityTimber
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Area,andModeratelintensityTimber Area, asin AlternativeB. The geographi@xtent ofthe
portion of theHarvestLandBasein UnevenAged TimberAreain theProposedRMP is
intermediate betweehlternativeB andAlternativeC. As inAlternativeB, the Low Intensity
TimberArea andModeratelntensity Timber Areaincluderegeneratiomarvestwith varying
levelsof retention.

Underthe Propose®MP,the BLM will prohibittheincidentaltakeof northern spottedwls
from timberharvestuntil implementatiorof abarredowl managementrogramhas begunin
addition,underthe Proposed RMEhe BLM would participatein, cooperatavith, andprovide
supportfor aninteragencyrogramfor barred owlmanagementvhen the U.SFishand Wildlife
Service determinethe bestmannetin which barredowl managementancontributeto the
recoveryof thenorthernspottedow! (seethe Mitigation Adopted in thiDecisionsectionbelow).

To reducetherisk of adverseeffectsto ESA-listedfish andwaterquality comparedo
AlternativeB, the Proposed RMmcludesa RiparianReservalesignthat isintermediateamong
thealternativesandincorporate®lementof eachof thealternativesThe Proposed RMP
includesariparianmanagemengtrategythat carriesforwardthe conceptof key watershedérom
theNo Action alternativejn thatit variesriparianmanagemenbased on thanportanceof the
subwatershetb theconservatiorandrecoveryof ESA-listedfish. For fish-bearingstreams and
perennialstreamsn all subwatershedshe RiparianReservalesign issimilarto AlternativeD.
For nonfish-bearingintermittentstreamsthe RiparianReservalesignin Classl andl|
subwatersheds aslight modificationof AlternativeA, andthe RipariarReservealesignin Class
lll subwatershedss similarto AlternativeC.

To increase protectioof uniquerecreatiorsettingsandincrease recreatiamsecomparedo
AlternativeB, the Proposed RMmcludesanapproacho themanagementf recreation
resourcesnodifiedfrom AlternativeC.

To increase protectioaf identifiedlandswith wildernesscharacteristiceomparedo Alternative
B, theProposedRMP includegheapproacto themanagemenf identified landswith
wildernesscharacteristicrom Alternative A.

To minimizethe spreadf suddernak deathcomparedo Alternative B,the ProposedRMP
includesthe suddernak deathtreatmeni@pproactof the No Action alternative AlternativeC,
andAlternative D.

Environmentally  Preferable Alternative
The Councilon EnvironmentaQuality regulationgequirethat aROD statevhich alternativeis
consideredo befenvironmentallypreferablé (40 CFR 1505.2(b)).The Council of
EnvironmentaQuality hasstatedfi T fervironmentallypreferablealternativeis the alternative
that will promote thanationalenvironmentapolicy asexpresseih N E P ASeion101.
Ordinarily, this meanghealternativethatcauseshe leastdamagdo thebiologicalandphysical
environmentjt alsomeanghealternativethat besprotects preservesandenhancesistoric,
culturalandnaturalresources (Question6a, Council onEnvironmentaQuality, Forty Most
AskedQuestionLoncerningCEQSs NEPA RegulationsMarch23, 1981).
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Theeffectsof thealternativesat thescaleof the planningarea ovethetime framesanalyzedn
the ProposedRMP/FinalEIS arecomplexanddifficult to summarizento asinglestatemenof
environmentapreferenceNoneof thealternativesvould havethe samerelativeeffecton all
resourcesThatis, noneof thealternativesvould cause thieeastdamageo everyaspecbf the
biologicalandphysicalenvironmentFor mostresourcesAlternativeD would resultin theleast
damagedo thebiologicalandphysicalenvironmentAlthough Alternative A would resultin the
fewestacresof timberharvestmuchof thatharvest woulchavea high intensityof effectson the
acresharvested. Alternativ® would resultin moreacresof timberharvesthanAlternativeA,
but with lesantenseharvestingoracticesandwould resultin thefewestmilesof newroad
constructionAlternativeD would resultin theleast amount afedimendeliveryto streamsthe
leastacresof detrimentakolil disturbancethe leasgreenhousgasemissionsandthe most
carbonstorageovertime. However,Alternative D would allocatethe smallestLate- Successional
Reserveof anyof the actioralternativesin addition,Alternative D would notinclude
managemenf wildernesscharacteristicef anyidentifiedlandswith wildernesscharacteristics,
in contrastto all of theactionalternativesNeverthelessAlternativeD overallrepresentshe
environmentallypreferablealternative asdescribed in th€ouncilon EnvironmentaQuality
regulationspecausét would resultin theleastdamageo thebiologicalandphysical
environmenfor moreresourceshananyof theotheralternativesor theProposedRMP.

Rationale for the Decision

In reachingthis decisionthe BLM consideredow well the ProposedRMP andalternatives
would meetthe purposeandneedfor actionandevaluatedhe effectsof theProposedRMP and
alternativesbased on thanalysisn theProposedRMP/FinalEIS. Becauséhe BLM is making
this decisionconsistentvith thedecisionfor the Southwester©regonRMP, thisrationale
addressepurposesndeffectsacross thentireareaaddresseth the Propose®MP/FinalEIS,
includingthosepurposesindeffectsthat havdimited orno directrelevancdor the
NorthwesterrandCoastalOregonRMP.

TheBLM conductelanevaluationsyhich concludedhataplanrevision isneededo address
thechangedtircumstanceandnewinformationthathasled to a substantial, loAgrmdeparture
from thetimbermanagementutcomegpredictedunderthe 1995 RMPs. Moreover, tHalL. M
needdo reviseexistingplans toreplacethe 1995R M P $aiid useallocationsandmanagement
directionbecaus®f newscientific informationrandpoliciesrelatedto thenorthernspotted owl.

Thepurposeof the RMP revisionincludesall of thefollowing purposes:
1 Provideasustainedield of timber.
1 Contributeto theconservatiorandrecoveryof threatenedndendangeredpecies,
includingd
o0 Maintaininga networkof largeblocks offorestto be managedor late-
successiondbrests; and
0 Maintainingolderandmorestructurallycomplexmulti-layeredconiferforests.
1 Providecleanwaterin watersheds.
1 Restore fireadaptedecosystems.
1 Providerecreatioropportunities.
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1 Coordinatemanagementf lands surroundinthe Coquille Forestwith the Coquille
Tribe.

Additionally, the BLM providedguidancefor thedevelopmenbf actionalternativeghat
describeccomponentshatthe actionalternativesmust includeandprovidedguidanceor
conductinghe analysis Elementof this guidancehatareparticularlyrelevantfor evaluating
the ProposedRMP andalternativesn reachinghis decisionincluded
1 Providingahigh degreeof predictabilityandconsistencyboutimplementingand
managemeractionsanda high degreeof certaintyof achievingmanagemenbbjectives
(desiredoutcomes), especialthose outcomeelatedto discretestatutorymandatesand
1 Simplifying implementation omanagemeractionsandreducingthe costsof
implementation.

TheProposedRMP will bestmeetthe purposeandneedfor theactionin comparisorto the
alternativesasdemonstratetdy the analysisin the ProposedRMP/FinalEIS. The Proposed
RMP is alsamore responsivthan thealternativego theBLM guidanceor thedevelopmenof
actionalternativegod

1 Provideahigh degreeof predictabilityandconsistencyaboutimplementingand

managemerdctions;

1 Provideahigh degreeof certaintyof achievingmanagemerbjectives;

1 Simplify implementatiorof managemerdctions;and

1 Reducehecostsof implementation.

TheProposedRMP representshe productof closecooperativavork with severalagency
partnersandtheir support will bentegralto theeffective implementatioof the ProposedRMP.
The EnvironmentaProtectionAgency,theU.S. Fishand Wildlife Service,andthe National
Marine FisheriesServicehave workegarticularlycloselywith theBLM in developinghe
ProposedRMP andhavevoicedsupportfor the Proposed RM&hroughtheir respectiveeview
andconsultatiorprocesses.

Additionally, the Proposed RMPresentsa managemerdpproachhat is consistent with the
currentcapacityof theBLM for implementationthe BLM can reasonablgnticipatehaving
sufficientstaffandbudget tamplementthe managemenrdctionsandachievethe objectivesof
theProposedRMP, becausehe overallstaffandbudgetneeds of thé&roposedRMP arenot
substantiallygreaterthanthe currentBLM staff and budget. Theooperation ohgencypartners
andthealignmentof the ProposedRMP with BLM capacityarekeyto ensuringhat the
ProposedRMP will havea high degreeof predictabilityaboutimplementatioranda high degree
of certaintyof achievingmanagemenbbjectives.

Provide a Sustained Yield of Timber
TheProposedRMP will providemoresustainedyield timberthan theamountdeclaredn the
1995 RMPs andhorethan theBLM hasbeenableto offer for salein recentyears.The
sustainedyield timberharvestevelsunderthe ProposedRMP will providea high degreeof
predictabilityandconsistencyaboutimplementatioranda high degreeof certaintyof achieving
thedeclaredsustainedyield timberharvestevels,becaus¢he ProposedRMP isgenerally
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consistentvith otherdesignationgndplans, suclascritical habitat designatiorsndrecovery
plans. This consistenayill allowtheBLM to implementtimberharvesimoreeffectivelywith
agencypartnerssuchastheU.S. Fishand Wildlife Serviceandthe NationalMarine Fisheries
Service.

TheBLM hasdeclaredan ASQ oftimberconsistent with th€©&C Act thatincludesanamount
of variationin thevolumeof timberthatthe BLM will offer for sale, botlon anannualand
decadabasis. Thd8LM hasdefinedthis amountof variationto reflectthe foreseeablgearto-
yearvariationin BLM capacityto offer timber volumefor sale,based on thempiricalevidence
of the pasttwo decadesin addition,the BLM hascoupleda higheramountof annualvariation
with alower amountof decadalariationto facilitate sharingof staffandresourceamong
districts.That is, the BLM mayffer lessthan100percent(but atleast60 percent)of the
declaredASQ in somesustaineeyield units in somendividual years(e.g.,to shiftwork to other
sustaineeyield units inyearsof largeworkloads),andoffer morethan 10Qpercent(but no more
than 14(percent)of thedeclaredASQ inotherindividual years,andstill provide the
approximateamountof ASQ for eachsustaineeyield unit for thedecadeasawhole.

TheB L M dlgectiveunder theD&C Act and thispurposeof theRMP revision directhaddress
sustaineeyield timberproduction.However,manyimportantoutcomeof the RMPwill result
from thetotal amount oftimberharvestedincludingboth thesustaineéyield timberproduction
from theHarvestLandBase (ASQvolume)andthetimberproducedasa by-product ofhabitat
restoratiorin otherlanduseallocations suchasLate-SuccessiondReserveandRiparian
ReservgnonASQ volume).These importanbutcomes includéhe effectson jobsandpayments
to countiesunderthe O&C Act. As aresultof providingmoretotal timberharvestthe Proposed
RMP will resultin morejobsthanthe currentimplementationin addition,the ProposedRMP
will resultin higherpaymentdo countieghan thecurrentimplementationf paymentsinderthe
Secure Rurabchools and CommunityelfDeterminationAct (Pub.L. 114-10) arenot
reauthorizecindfuture paymentsarebased on timbeeceiptsunderthe O&C Act formula.

TheProposedRMP will providemoresustaineeyield timberproductionthanAlternativeD, but
less than th&lo Action alternative'® andAlternativesA, B, andC. The BLMhasless certainty
of successfullymplementingharvestevelshigherthan theProposedRMP, givenBLM staffing
andbudgetlevelsandpastexperience implementintpe 1995 RMPdHarvestievelshigherthan
theProposedRMP wouldrequirereduced contribution to th@nservatiorandrecoveryof the
northernspottedowl, marbledmurrelet,andESA-listedfish speciesandwould reducethe
increasan carbonstorageovertime.

Conservation and Recovery of Threatened and Endangered

Species 0 Northern Spotted Owl
TheProposedRMP will contributeto theconservatiorandrecoveryof the northernspottedowl
betterthan thealternativesThe ProposedRMP will reserveamoreacresof Late-Successional
Reservahan theNo Actionalternative anavill createargeblocks ofnesting roosting,and

13 As describedn the ProposedRMP/FinalEIS, the sustainedyield timber productionlevel calculatedfor the No
Action alternativewould be higherthanthe amountdeclaredn the 1995RMPsbecaus®f improvementsn data
andchangesn forestconditionssince1995.

22|P age



Recordof Decision

foraginghabitatthatarecapableof supportingclusters ofeproducinghorthern spotted owls,
distributedacrossa variety of ecologicalconditionsandspacedo facilitate northernspotted owl
movemenbetweertheblocks. Theoverallreservenetworkunder theProposedRMP will be
largerthanunder theNo Action alternative andAlternativesB, C, andD.

TheProposedRMP will protectolder,morestructurallycomplexforest,and theapproachn the
ProposedRMP toidentifying older, morestructurallycomplexforestfor protectionis consistent
with therecommendationf theU.S. Fishand Wildlife Servicein theircommentn theDraft
RMP/EIS.TheNo Actionalternative doesot include aspecificapproachor protection of older,
morestructurallycomplexforest. Theapproachem AlternativesA, C, andD to identifying
older,more structurallycomplexforestfor protectionarenot consistentvith the
recommendationf theU.S. Fishand Wildlife Servicein theircommenton theDraft RMP/EIS.

TheProposedRMP will implementtimberharvestconsistentvith theconceptf Ecological
Forestry whichincorporateprinciplesof naturalforestdevelopmentincludingtherole of natural
disturbancedn theinitiation, developmentandmaintenancef standsandlandscapenosaics.
Theforestmanagemenrdpproactof AlternativesA andC would not be fullyconsistentvith the
conceptf EcologicalForestry. TheU.S. Fishand Wildlife Serviceadvises the usaf
EcologicalForestryin the owl recoverylan.Basedon theanalysisn theProposedRMP/Final
EIS,theforestmanagement in theroposedRMP will applythe conceptof EcologicalForestry
andwill be consistentvith the owl recoverplanand thedesignatiorof critical habitatfor the
northernspottedowl. Amongthe EcologicalForestryapproachesf the ProposedRMP ared

1 Unevenagedstandmanagemenr fire resiliencen thedry forest;

1 Regeneratioharvestwith varyinglevelsof retention in théModeratelntensity Timber
AreaandLow IntensityTimberArea;
Protectionof largerandoldertreeswithin harvestedreas;
Thinningwithin the Late-SuccessiondReservdao speedhe developmenof northern
spottedow! habitat;and
1 Retentionof keyforeststructuralcomponents followingaturaldisturbance# the

reserves.

il
il

The desigrof theProposed RMRcknowledgeshe ecologicaldifferencesetweerthe moist and
dry forestportions of thalecisionarea andailors theforestmanagemerapproacheso these
differentecologicalconditions Finally, the Proposed RMRhroughthe extensiveeserve
network andapplicationof EcologicalForestryconceptswill provideflexibility in addressing
theuncertaintiesssociated witlelimatechange.

The Propose®MP will addresshe effectsof barred owldy avoidingtheincidentaltakeof
northernspottedowls from timberharvestuntil implementatiorof abarredowl management
programhasbegunandby participatingin a programfor barredowl managementncetheU.S.
Fishand Wildlife Service determingie best manner iwhich barredowl managementan
contributeto therecoveryof the northernspottedowl (seethe Mitigation Adopted in this
Decisionsectionbelow).Noneof theotheralternativesvould avoidthe incidentaltakeof
northernspottedowls from timberharvestuntil implementatiorof a barredowl management
programhasbegun.As demonstratetdy the analysis in thBroposedRMP/FinalEIS, addressing

23| P ag



Northwestern an€oastalOregonROD/RMF

the effectsof barredowls is anessentiatomponent otontributingto theconservatiorand
recoveryof thenorthernspottedowl.

In their biologicalopinion on theProposedRMP, theU.S. Fishand Wildlife Serviceconcluded,
filn aggregatethe [ProposedRMP] providesfor the netconservatiorandrecoveryof thespotted
owl onBLM landsover thelife of the planby contributingto barredowl managemerdandby
minimizing adverse impactassociateavith timberharvestandotheractivities. Thepositive
contributionsof barredowl managementffsettheadverse impactsf the[ProposedRMP] to
spottedowls andenabldong-termspottedowl recoveryon BLM landso (USDI FWS 2016, p.
701).

Conservation and Recovery of Threatened and Endangered

Species 8 Marbled Murrelet
TheProposedRMP will effectively contributeto the conservatiorandrecoveryof themarbled
murrelet. The ProposedRMP will reservemoreacresof Late-SuccessiondReserveahan theNo
Action alternativeandwill resultin agreatelincreasan theamountof high-quality nesting
habitatthananyalternativeotherthanAlternativeD. The Propose®&MP will protectolder,more
structurallycomplexforest,which approximatesigh-quality nestinghabitatfor marbled
murreletsandthe approachn theProposedRMP toidentifying older,morestructurally
complexforestfor protection isconsistentvith therecommendationf theU.S. Fishand
Wildlife Servicein theircommentn theDraft RMP/EIS. TheProposedRMP will requirepre-
projectsurveysfor marbledmurreletsand protection obccupiedsitesin Zonel (from the coast
to approximatel\85 milesinland)andin theLate-SuccessiondReserveaandRiparianReserven
Zone?2 (from the easterrboundaryof Zonel to approximatel0 milesinlandfrom the coast),
but not in theHarvestLandBasein Zone2. Basedon theresultsof marbledmurreletsurveys
overthepasttwo decades, theastmajority of marbledmurreletsites in thedecisionareaare
within Zone1l. By not requiringprotectionof occupiedsitesin the HarvestLandBasein Zone2,
the ProposedRMP will havea minor adverseeffecton marbledmurrelets asdemonstratetly
theanalysisn theProposedRMP/FinalEIS, andwill allow for managemerfor sustaineeyield
timberproductionandsimplify implementatiorandreducecostsassociateavith surveysn Zone
2. Thus, thenarbledmurreletmanagemenrdpproach of th@roposedRMP betterbalanceshe
purposeof contributingto the conservatiorandrecoveryof themarbledmurreletwith the
purposeof providingfor a sustainedield of timberthan thealternatives.

In their biological opinion on theProposedRMP, theU.S.Fishand Wildlife Serviceconcluded,
AAlthoughtherearelikely to be someadverse effect® murreletsandmurreletcritical habitat in
portions dthes p e crangeghéoveralloutcomeof [Proposed RMPimplementatiorwill be
the protectionof the vast majorityf extantmurreletnestinghabitat,andalargelong-termnet
increasean totalarea an&mountof murrelethabitat duringhe life of theplan. Thisapproach
builds onandcontinueghe basicapproaclof the original conservatiorstrategyfor themurrelet
first articulatedn the[NorthwestForestPlan]andthe recoveryplano (USDI FWS 2016, p.
426).
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Conservation and Recovery of Threatened and Endangered Fish

Species and Provide Clean Water in Watersheds
TheProposedRMP will effectively contributeto the conservatiorandrecoveryof ESA-listed
fish andwill providecleanwaterin watershedsThe BLM developed theiparianmanagement
strategyof theProposedRMP togethemwith theNationalMarine FisheriesService U.S. Fishand
Wildlife Service,andthe EnvironmentaProtectionAgency.TheProposedRMP addresseall
four component®f the Aquatic ConservatioStrategyof theNo Action alternativebut has
modifiedandupdated severalomponentsgconsistentvith the purpose antieedandguidance
for thedevelopmenof all actionalternativedor this RMPrevisionandin light of monitoring
resultsandnewscientificinformation.

Althoughthe RiparianReserve widthen somestreamsarenarrowerthanunderthe No Action
alternative the ProposedRMP will providemoreaquatic protectiomndgreatempredictability
andconsistencyaboutimplementatiorthanthe No Action alternative The ProposedRMP will
providegreaterprotectionnearstreamswithin theRiparianReservehan theNo Action
alternative Additionally, the ProposedRMP will provideclearerdirectionthan theNo Action
alternative abouivhereandunderwhatcircumstancemanagemerdctionssuchasthinningand
fuelstreatmentreappropriatavithin the RiparianReserveand will prohibit othermanagement
actionswithin theRiparianReservesuch as salvadearvestexceptwhennecessaryo protect
public safety,or tokeeproadsandotherinfrastructure cleaof debris).

Only the ProposedRMP will tailor the RiparianReservavidthsandmanagemerib the
importanceof thesubwatershetb ESA-listedfish. TheNo Action alternativeincludeda process
for modifying RiparianReservewidths, butthatprocesgprovedineffective. The subwatershed
classeglelineatedn the ProposedRMP identify thoseareagmportantto fish conservatiorand
recoverybetterthan the keyvatershedsinderthe No Action alternative Noneof theaction
alternativegrovidesvariation inRiparianReservavidthsandmanagemerttasedn the
importanceof thesubwatershetb ESA-listedfish. As aresult,the Proposed RMBetter
balancegprotectingE SA-listedfish andwaterquality with otherpurposesprovidinggreater
protectionthan theNo Action alternative andAlternativesB andC, while providingprotection
comparablgo Alternatives AandD in subwatershedsnportantto ESA-listedfish.

Theriparianmanagemendtrategyof the ProposedRMP will minimizetherisk of adverse effects
to ESA-listedfish andwaterquality while providinga high degreeof predictabilityand
consistencyboutimplementingand managemeractionsandsimplifying implementation.
Basedon theanalysisn theProposedRMP/FinalEIS, andthe pastexperiencendmonitoring
resultsof implementinghe 1995 RMPs, theiparianmanagemergtrategyof the ProposedRMP,
whichrepresentan updatedersionof all four components of thAquaticConservation
Strategywill effectivelycontributeto theconservatiorandrecoveryof ESA-listedfish andwill
providecleanwaterin watersheds.

In their review of the Propose®MP/Final EIS, the EnvironmentalProtection Agencexpressed

their supportfor the riparian strateggf theProposed RMPandstatedfi We  this apmtoacho
befully responsiveao theidentified purpose andeed in thé-EISO (EPA, 2016, p.1).
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In their biological opinion on theProposedRMP, the NationaMarine FisheriesService
concludedhatthe Proposed RMP wilprotectstreamshadeandkeep stream shadeductionto
limited occurrencesyill resultin overallincreasesn largewoodandresilienceto fires over the
longtermwhich will outweighthe shorttermeffectsof thinningandfuelsreductionandmay
causea moderatancreasen sedimentatiorbut currentand futureactionsunderthe Proposed
RMP will reducethat potential fosedimentatiofUSDCNMFS 2016, pp241 251).Overall,
theNationalMarine FisheriesServiceconcludedhat theProposedRMP is consistent with the
recoverygoalsfor all of thelistedanadromousalmonid fishspecieUSDCNMFS 2016, pp.
2801 309).

Restore Fire -adapted Ecosystems
TheProposedRMP will contributeto restoringfire-adaptececosystems the dryforest
landscap@f southernmOregonby increasindfire resiliency.The ProposedRMP will increase
standlevelfire resistancenddecreasstandlevel fire hazardirom currentconditions.The
ProposedRMP will resultin agreater increase theacreagef High andMixed fire resistance
andagreaterdecreasén theacreagef High fire hazardhanthe No Action alternative,
AlternativeA, or AlternativeC. However,asdemonstratetly theanalysisin the Proposed
RMP/FinalEIS,theBLM alone has limited ability to shiftoveralllandscapdire resiliency,and
restoratiorof fire-adaptedecosystems thedry forestlandscap@f southerrOregonwill
dependuponcooperativevork with otherlandownersThe Propose®&MP is consistent with the
managemergtrategie®f severabther landowners isoutherrOregonandwill facilitatethe
cooperativevork necessaryo restordire-adaptedecosystemsl'he Proposed RMP will applgn
unevenragedforestmanagemerapproachin thedry forestandwill provideflexibility in stand
treatmentsn theLate-SuccessiondReserveandRiparianReserven dry foreststo addresdire
resiliency,consistentvith the conceptsf EcologicalForestry,asadvisedby theU.S. Fishand
Wildlife Servicein theowl recoveryplan. Throughthese forestnanagemerdgpproacheshe
ProposedRMP recognizeghe uniqueecologicalconditions anadmanagementhallenge®f the
dry forestportions of thedecisionarea.

Provide for Recreation Opportunities
TheProposedRMP will increase recreatiampportunities byrotectingthe majority of the
existingrecreatioropportunities anavill establisradditionalrecreatiormanagemerareago
respondo increasingecreatiordemandAlthough theProposedRMP will increase recreation
opportunitiesmorethan theNo Action alternativeandAlternativesA, B, and C, it willnot
increase recreatiappportunities amuchasAlternativeD. The Propose&MP will not seekto
achievethis maximumlevel of recreatioropportunitiesbecaus@f uncertaintyaboutthe BLM
staffing andoudgetcapacityto implementthe necessamgecreationmprovementsand
uncertaintyaboutwhethersuchlarge increaseis recreatioropportunitiesvould actuallyresult
in concomitanincreases recreatioruse.

Coordinate  Management of Lands Surrounding the Coquille

Forest with the Coquille Tribe
Throughouthis RMP revisiorprocessthe BLM hascoordinatedhe planningfor management
of theBLM -administeredandssurroundinghe Coquille Forestand thedevelopment of the
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ProposedRMP with theCoquilleIndianTribe. In additionto theirgovernmento-government
relationshipandtheir role asa formal cooperatorthe CoquilleindianTribe hashada
representativen the Westsid&teeringCommittee which hasprovidedleadershimnddirection
to theRMP revisionprocessThe Coquille Indian Tribe suggestedio theBLM ariparian
strategywhichthe BLM includedin AlternativeC, andthe BLM includedaspect®f this
riparianstrategyin theProposedRMP. TheBLM hasmet with theCoquilleIndianTribe
repeatedlythroughout thd&RMP revisionprocessin oneon-onediscussions, in Westside
SteeringCommitteemeetingsandin CooperatingAgencyAdvisory Groupmeetings.

The Coquille Forestmanagedy the CoquilleTribeis i s u btg teecstandardsndguidelinesof
Federaforestplanson adjacenbr nearbyFederalands, nowandin thef u t perTatlé V of

the OregonResourceConservatiorAct of 1996(Pub.L. 104208).This meanshatthe approved
RMP thatappliesto theCoos BayDistrict also applies to th€oquille Forestin that itestablishes
the suiteof possiblemanagemenrdpproacheavailablefor the CoquilleForest.Forthe purposes
of interpretingTitle V of the OregonResourceConservatiorAct, themanagemendirection
describedvithin theapprovedRMP issynonymousvith theii st a naddgmud sl el i nes o
referencedn this Act. TheapprovedRMP doesnot determine whiclspecificland use
allocationsapplyto whichspecificportionsof the Coquille Forestor therateor extent oftimber
harvesion the Coquilld~orest. TheapprovedRMP identifiessubwatershedlasseselevantto
definingRiparianReservevidthsandmanagemenrdirection;this identificationof subwatershed
classesappliesonly to streamsandwaterfeatureson BLM -administeredandsanddoesnot
determinghe specificsubwatershedlassapplicable testreamsandwaterfeatureson the
CoquilleForest.

Carbon Storage
TheProposedRMP wouldprovideanincreasan theamountof carbonstorageovertime. While
theProposedRMP, likeall alternativesyould result in anncreasen greenhouse gagmissions
comparedo thecurrentemissions, it wouldesultin anincreasan theamount ofcarbonstored
greatethantheincreasan theamountof carbonlost ingreenhousgasemissions. As eesult,
the BLM -administeredands in theplanningareawould constitutea substantiand increasingly
large nesink of carbonovertime.

Lands with Wilderness Characteristics
TheProposedRMP wouldprovidethe maximumprotectionfor identifiedlands withwilderness
characteristicsvithin theB L M @egaldiscretion.Managingthewildernessesources partof the
B L M dnsltiple usemissionunderthe FLPMA. Landswith wildernesscharacteristicsetaina
primevalcharacterwithout permanenimprovement@andgenerallyappeato havebeenaffected
primarily by theforcesof nature.Thesedands provide aarietyof resourceébenefits,including
wildlife habitat,cleanwater,andprimitive recreatioropportunitiesThe ProposedRMP will
protectlandswith wildernesscharacteristicenore than thé&lo Action alternative AlternativesB,
C, orD, andto thegreatesextentpossiblewithout conflict with sustainedyield timber
productionon O&C lands.
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Survey and Manage
TheProposedRMP, liketheactionalternativesdoesnot includethe SurveyandManage
measuresf theNo Action alternative The SurveyandManagemeasures wer@acludedin the
NorthwestForestPlan torespondo agoalof ensuringviable, well-distributedpopulations o#ll
speciesassociateavith late-successionandold-growthforests.This goal of theNorthwest
ForestPlanwasfoundedon aU.S. ForestServiceorganicstatuteandplanningregulationwhich
did notanddo not applyto theBLM, and is not gartof the purposéor this RMPrevision.As
detailedin theanalysisin theProposedRMP/FinalEIS, the ProposedRMP will allocatealarger
Late-SuccessiondReserve networthan theNo Action alternativewill protectolderandmore
structurallycomplexforests,andwill continueto providemanagemerfor manyof theformerly
SurveyandManagespeciesasBureauSensitivespeciesThe Proposed RMRanachievethe
purposeof this RMPrevisionandrespondheB L M6 s s autharitiesarmdmandatesvithout
the SurveyandManagemeasures.

Alternatives Considered in the Proposed RMP/Final EIS
TheNo Action alternative whichis implementatiorof the 1995 RMPs asritten, would not
meetthe purposeof theaction. Asdescribedn theneedfor action,the BLM hasnotbeenableto
implementthe 1995 RMPs teroducethe declaredsustainegield of timber. As documentean
the planevaluationsanddetailedin theanalysisof the ProposedRMP/FinalEIS,theB L M6 s
inability to implementfully the 1995 RMPs ilbng-standingandthereis noreasonable basfer
assertinghat theBLM would bebetterableto implement thd 995 RMPsn thefuture. As such,
theNo Action alternativedoesnot represena plausiblenanagemerdpproachandfuturefull
implementatiorof the 1995 RMPs asrittenis speculativeAlthoughthe analysisn the
Proposed®RMP/FinalEIS concludedhatimplementation of th&lo Action alternativewould
providemore sustaineglield timberharvesthanthe ProposedRMP, thatanalyticalconclusion
dependean theassumptiorthat theBLM would beableto implementfully thetimberharvests
of the 1995 RMPswhich hasnot beenthe experiencef theBLM over thepasttwo decades.
TheNo Action alternativewould not effectivelycontributeto theconservatiorand recoveryf
thenorthernspottedowl, becausét would not protecblder,more structurallycomplexforest,
would producdess habitathanthe ProposedRMP overtime, andwould notaddresshe effects
of thebarredowl. In their biological opinion on théProposedRMP, theU.S.Fishand Wildlife
Service statethattheye x p e amnovefiaknetimprovement irspottedowl populations on
BLM landsunder thgProposedRMP] whencomparedo thefuturedecliningstatus quo under
the[NorthwestForestPlan]é 6 (USDIFWS2016, p. 5)TheNo Actionalternativewould not
contributeto restorindfire-adaptedecosystems the dryforestlandscap@f southerrOregon,
becausét would not applyanuneveragedforestmanagemendpproachtand wouldprovideless
improvementin standlevelfire resistancandfire hazardhanthe Proposed RMP. Tho
Action alternativewould providefewerrecreatioropportunitiegshan theProposedRMP and
would notprotectanylands withwildernesscharacteristics.

Alternative A would provide slightlymoresustainegyield timberharvesthan theProposed
RMP, but wouldprovidelesstotal timberharvest(i.e., ASQ andnonASQ volumecombined)
than theProposedRMP. FurthermoreAlternative A would not beconsistentvith theconcepts
of EcologicalForestryand would not beonsistentvith the owl recoverylan.AlternativeA
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would resultin theloss ofmoreoccupiedmarbledmurreletsitesthanthe Proposed RMP.
AlternativeA would providefewerrecreatioropportunitiegshanthe ProposedRMP.

AlternativeB would provideslightly moresustaineeyield timberharvesthan theProposed
RMP, but would posenore riskof adversesffectsto ESArlistedfish andwaterquality than the
ProposedRMP. AlternativeB would providefewerrecreatioropportunitieghan theProposed
RMP andwould protectfewerlandswith wildernesscharacteristicthanthe ProposedRMP.

AlternativeC would provide substantiallporesustaineeyield timberharvesthanthe Proposed
RMP, but would not beonsistentvith theconceptsof EcologicalForestryandwould not be
consistentvith the owlrecoveryplan.AlternativeC wouldresultin theloss ofmoreoccupied
marbledmurreletsitesthanthe ProposedRMP. Theriparianmanagementtrategyof Alternative
C would posenorerisk of adverse effect® ESA-listed fishandwaterquality than theProposed
RMP.

AlternativeD would providelesssustainedyield timberharvestandsubstantiallyesstotal
timberharvest(i.e., ASQ andnonASQ volumecombined}han theProposedRMP. Alternative
D would providemorerecreatioropportunitiegshan theProposedRMP, butwould notprotect
anylands withwildernesscharacteristics.

Mitigation

The Councilon EnvironmentaQuality regulationsstatethat mitigationincludesavoiding,
minimizing, rectifying, reducing.eliminating,or compensatingor adversesnvironmental
impacts(40 CFR 1508.20)andthat aROD must statevhetherall practicableneango avoidor
minimize environmentaiarmfrom thealternativeselectechavebeen adopte@ndif not, why
not (40CFR1505.2(c)). TheBLM NEPA Handbook explainkatmeasuresr practicesshould
only betermedmitigationmeasuresf theyhavenotbeenincorporatednto the proposedaction
or alternativeslf theyareincorporatednto theproposedactionor alternativestheyarecalled
designfeaturesnot mitigationmeasure$BLM Handbook 179€L 7 NationalEnvironmental
Policy Act, p. 61). Most of the measureshat would avoidrectify, or reduce environmental
impactsare integrato thedesignof the alternativessuchasthe size, location, and extenttbe
Late-SuccessiondReserveandthereforethesedesignfeaturescannotbe addressedsdiscrete
mitigationmeasured-or thesedesignfeaturesf thealternativestherationalefor the decision
above addresseghetherthesemeango avoid or minimize environmentgharmhavebeen
adoptedandif not, why not.

BestMana emenPratS:Itlce BMPs)are pr%ctlcemathavebeendetlermlnedo be them%si
S B R DGR Warer St B ASTHD AL B8 B 1)) S B Afe e
measuresr practiceghat would avoidrectify, or reduceenvwonmentalmpacts andare
includedin theapprovedRMP. A list of BMPsis attachedo theapprovedRMP andprovidesa
detaileddiscussiorof therole andapplicationof BMPs (Appendix C). Projectlevel planning
andanalysiswill identify theappropriate andpplicableBMPsneededo achievenanagement
direction.
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TheBLM mayimplement additionasite-specificprojectlevel mitigationmeasurescluding
additionalBMPsthatareconsistentvith RMP managemendirectionasdeterminechecessary
throughsite-specificanalysisat thetime ofthe projectSuchadditionalsite-specificprojectlevel
mitigationmeasurearenot specificallylisted in theapprovedRMP. TheBLM will not deferor
foregotimberharvesof stands in thélarvestLand Basefor reasonsiot describedn the
managemerdirectionor in Appendix A.

Mitigation Adopted in this Decision
TheapprovedRMP hasincorporatedhe followingdiscrete mitigatioomeasureshatwerenot
includedin thedesignof the alternatives.

Participate in barred owl management

When theU.S.FishandWildlife Service determinethe bestmannelin whichbarredowl
managemertan contribute to the recoveny the northernspottedowl, the BLM would
participatein, cooperatavith, andprovidesupport foraninteragencyrogram forbarredowl
managemertb implement Recoveriction 300f the recoverylan.Barredowl management
actionson BLM -administeredandswithin the rangeof thenorthern spotted owdouldinclude
BLM patrticipationin schedulingfunding,andimplementingsuchactions.Theseactions would
beimplementedursuanto appropriattNEPA analysisanddecisionmaking. The BLM and
U.S.Fishand Wildlife Servicewould develop anonitoringprogramthatwould evaluate
whethersuchabarredowl managemerrogramis havingthe biologicalbenefitsto thenorthern
spottedow! assumedh theBiological Opinion onthe RMP. ThéBLM andU.S.Fishand
Wildlife Servicewould meetasnecessaryatleastannually,to reviewtheresultsof the
monitoringprogram.

Avoid incidental take of northern spotted owls

TheBLM will not authorizetimbersalesthat wouldcausetheincidental tak&* of northern
spottedowl territorial pairs orresidentinglesfrom timberharvestuntil implementatiorof a
barredowl managementrogramconsistentvith theassumptiongsontained in th@&iological
Opinion on theRMP hasbegun.Implementatiorof abarredowl managemengrogramincludes
the existenceof amonitoringprogramthatwould evaluatevhether earred owlprogramis
havingthe biological benefits to theorthernspottedowl assumedn the Biological Opinion on
the RMP.

Whethera specifictimberharvestwould result inincidentaltakewill be determinedn acase
by-casebasis. Untilimplementatiorof a barredowl managementrogramhasbegun the BLM
will not authorizeanytimberharvesthatit determinesvould causancidentaltakeof northern
spottedowls or isdeterminedo causancidentaltake throughan ESA Section ¢onsultation
processTheBLM will beauthorizingtimberharvesthatdoes not result imcidentaltakeof

1 TheESAdefinesd t aakfetdarassharm,pursuehunt,shootwound,kill, trap,captureor collect,or to attempt
toengagen anysuchc o n d (L&WSAC.1532(19)).Thedefinitionof harmis fi aattwhichactuallykills or injures
wildlife. Suchanactmayincludesignificanthabitatmodificationor degradationwhereit actuallykills orinjures
wildlife by significantlyimpairingessentiabehaviorapatternsincludingbreedingfeedingors hel t er i ng o
(50 CFR17.3;Babbittv. SweeHomeChapterof Cmtysfor a GreaterOr., 515U.S.687,696 700(1995)).
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northernspottedowls (e.g.,harvestin unoccupiechomerangesor harvestwithin occupiechome
rangeghat does not constitutecidentaltake),providedthatsuchharvesiotherwisemeets
B L M oWdigationsunderESA Section?.

As partof the procesdo determine whetheaplanned timbeharvestwould resultin takeof
northernspottedowls, the BLM will establishwhetherthe northernspotted owl is actually
presenin theareathat will be affectedby thetimberharvestusingthe bestvailablescienceat
that time,suchasthroughpre-projectnorthernspotted owkurveysconsistentvith the Protocol
for SurveyingProposedanagemenéctivities ThatMay ImpactNorthernSpottedOwls (USDI
FWSFebruary2, 2011; revised Janua®y 2012).TheU.S.Fishand Wildlife Service has
updatedhenorthern spottedwl surveyprotocolto accountor theinfluenceof barredowl and
mayupdate it in thduture.

If theBLM and theU.S.Fishand Wildlife Servicejointly determinghatimplementatiorof a
barredowl managementrogramhasbegunthe BLM mayproceedwith implementatiorof
timberharvestconsistentvith theROD/RMPthatmayincludeincidentaltakeof northern
spottedowl territorial pairs orresidentsingles.Any proposed timbehnarvesthat mayinclude
suchincidentaltakewould beimplementednly afterandconsistentvith appropriateproject
level ESA Section7 consultatiorandincidentaltakestatement.

After implementatiorof a barredowl managemernrogramhasbeguntheBLM andU.S.Fish
andWildlife Servicewill meetasnecessaryatleastannually,to reviewtheresultsof the
monitoringprogram.If theBLM or theU.S.FishandWildlife Serviceconcludes that the
monitoringprogramshowsthatthe resultsof such abarredowl managementrogramarenot
consistentvith theassumption# its Biological Opinion, theBLM would reinitiate ESA Section
7 consultatioron theRMP.

If theBLM or theU.S. FishandWildlife Serviceconcludes thatmplementatiorof abarredowl
managemerprogramconsistent with thassumptionsontainedn theBiological Opinionhas
not begunafter5 yearsfrom theeffective dateof theROD/RMP,theagenciesvould meetas
necessaryatleastannually,andevaluatevhetherimplementatiorof abarredowl management
programconsistentvith theassumptionsf the Biological Opinion is reasonablgertainto
occur.If both theBLM and theU.S. Fishand Wildlife Serviceagreethat such darredowl
managemerprogramis still reasonablygertainto occur,the BLM would continugo not
authorizetimbersalesthat wouldcauseheincidental takef northernspottedowl territorial
pairsor residentsinglesfrom timberharvestlf theBLM or theU.S. Fishand Wildlife Service
concludeghatsucha barredowl managemerprogramis not reasonablgertainto occur,the
BLM would reinitiateESA Section7 consultatioron theRMP.

If implementatiorof abarredowl managememprogramhas nobegunafter8 yearsof the
effective datef theROD/RMP, theBLM would reinitiate ESA Section7 consultatioron the
RMP.

If reinitiationof ESA Section Tonsultatioron theRMP istriggeredfor anyof thereasons
abovetheBLM would complywith ESA Section7(d) andwould not authorizémberharvest
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that is likelyto adverselyaffectthe northern spottedwl or likely to adverselyaffectits critical
habitatuntil consultatioris complete.

Mitigation Not Adopted in this Decision
TheBLM hasconsideredhefollowing discretemitigationmeasureshat werenotincludedin
thedesignof thealternativesthoughsomewereincludedin subalternatives. Thapproved
RMP hasnhotincorporatedhesemeasures.

Avoid any increase in particulate emissions

TheapprovedRMP will resultin someincreasdrom currentlevelsin particulate emissionfsom
prescribedurning,aswould allalternativesTheapprovedRMP did not includexwvoidingany
increasean particulateemissionspecausedt would requirea substantialecreasén theamount
of prescribedurning,which would increasdire hazardandwould not meet thpurposeof the
actionto restorefire-adaptececosystemso increase fireesiliency.A substantiatlecreasén the
amountof prescribedurningwould alsolimit opportunitiefor managing habitegor ESA-listed
andBureauSensitiveplants.

Avoid any increase in lands susceptible to peak flow increases
TheapprovedRMP will resultin someincreasen acreagesusceptible to peak flomcreasesn
therain-on-snowdominatedchydro-regionduringthefirst decadeaswould all alternativesThe
analysisn theProposedRMP/FinalEIS foundthat theacreage susceptibie peakflow
increasesindertheapprovedRMP andall alternativesvould compriselessthan 1percentof the
land in theHarvestLand Base.This analyticalresultrepresenta susceptibility ratherthanan
effectthatis certainto occur.Furthermorebecausectionson landsotherthan BLM-
administeredandscanaffectsusceptibilityto peak flowincreasesthe susceptibilityo peak flow
increasesnaydiffer overtime from theresultsin the ProposedRMP/FinalEIS if future actions
on otherdandsdiffer from theanalyticalassumptionsisedin theanalysisTheapprovedRMP
did not includeprohibitingtimberharvesin the subwatershedslentifiedin theProposed
RMP/FinalEIS assusceptible tpeakflow increaseshecausé would reducethe amountof
sustaineeyield timberproductionandbecausehe effectsof timberharvesion peakflow
increasesrenot certainto occur.

Avoid any increase in sediment delivery to streams

TheapprovedRMP will resultin someincreasan sedimenteliveryto streamg$rom newroad
constructionaswould all alternativesTheapprovedRMP did not includgrohibiting
constructiorof newroads withinthe sedimenteliverydistanceof streamgwhichthe BLM
assumedo be200feetfor the purposeof analysis)}o avoidanyincreasen sedimentelivery
from currentlevels,because it wouldequireeither asubstantiateductionin activitiesor
constructiorof a substantiallygreatedengthof road to avoid thareaaroundstreamsA
reductionin theamountof timberharvestwould reducethe favorableoutcomes otheapproved
RMP for jobs,income,andrevenudo counties Constructiorof a substantiallygreatedengthof
roadto avoidthe areaaroundstreamsvould increasehe adverseeffectsof roadconstructioron
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wildlife andplant habitat; wouldncreaseheintroductionandspreadf invasiveplantspecies;
andwould increasehe cost ofimplementation.

Avoid any increase in detrimental soil disturbance

TheapprovedRMP will resultin someincreasen detrimentakoil disturbance frontimber
harvestroadconstructionandfuelsreductiontreatmentsas wouldall alternativesThe BLM
will be ableto reducethe acreagef detrimentakoil conditionsthroughsoundmanagement
practiceghat would limitinitial compactiorievels,removeexistingor createccompacted
surfacesandimprovesoil waterandorganicmatter levelsHowever,becaus¢he extenand
effectivenes®f suchmitigationor ameliorationrdependseavilyon sitespecificandproject
specificfactors,the BLM cannotquantifythose reductions idetrimentakoil disturbance ahe
scaleof the RMP. TauseRMP decisiongo avoidanyincreasan detrimentalsoil disturbance
would requirea substantiateductionin theamount of timbeharvestroadconstructionand
fuelsreductiontreatmentsA reductionin theamount of timbeharvest@androadconstruction
would reducethefavorableoutcomesof the approved RMRor jobs,income,andrevenueo
counties A reductionin theamountof fuelsreductiontreatmentsvould increasdire hazardand
would notmeetthe purposeof theaction to restoréire-adaptedecosystemso increasdire
resiliency.

Protect all northern spotted owl sites

SubalternativeB included theprotectionof habitat within thehomerangesof all northern
spottedow! knownandhistoric sites that would baithin theHarvestLand Base.Theapproved
RMP did not includehis protectionbecausé would reducethe sustaineéyield production of
timberby over 100MMbf peryear,andwould notresultin substantialmprovementsn northern
spottedow! habitat development @opulationresponseA reductionin theamountof timber
harvestwould reducethefavorable outcomesf theapprovedRMP for jobs,income,and
revenuedo counties.

Protect all stands 80 years old and older

SubalternativeC includedall stands 8§earsold andolderin theLate SuccessiondReserve.
TheapprovedRMP did not includehis protectionbecausét would reducehe sustainedyield
productionof timberby over 100 MMbf peryear,andwould notresultin substantial
improvementsn northernspottedow! habitatdevelopmenbr population respons8pecifically,
protecting allstands 8@earsold andolderwould not improvethe developmenbf a networkof
large,contiguousblocksof late-successiondbrest andvould not provideanydiscernible
improvemenin thepopulationrespons@f the northernspotted owl A reductionin theamount
of timberharvestwould reducethe favorableoutcomes otheapprovedRMP for jobs,income,
andrevenudo counties.

Monitoring and Evaluation
Monitoring providesinformationto determinevhetherthe BLM is following the RMP
managemerdirection(i.e.,implementatiormonitoring)andto verify if the implementatiorof
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actionsconsistentvith the RMPis achievingplanlevel desiredresults (i.e.effectiveness
monitoring).

Themonitoringplanattachedo theRMP focusesspecificallyon monitoringthe implementation
andeffectivenes®f actionsconsistentvith the RMPandis notintendedasanall-encompassing
strategythataddresseall ongoingmonitoringandresearchefforts. This monitoringplandoes
not attempt t@addressesearckasedjuestionsTherearemanyongoingresearckbasedefforts
in which theBLM patrticipateghataddres®valuatingvhetherthe RMP isbasedon correct
assumptiongi.e., validationmonitoring).

TheBLM will continueto rely on theexistinginteragencyeffectivenessnonitoringmodulesto
addresskey questions abowhetherimplementingactionsconsistentvith the RMPis
effectivelymeetingRMP objectives.The existinginteragencyeffectivenessnodulesareaquatic
andriparianecosystemdate-successionand oldgrowth, marbledmurrelet,northernspotted
owl, socioeconomicandtribal. Althoughtherearedifferencedn theobjectivesn the1995 RMP
andtheapprovedRMP, thekey questionghatthe existinginteragencyeffectivenessnodulesare
designedo answerarestill relevantto the objectives of thepprovedRMP. Thesekey questions
addresgundamentatonditions angbrocessethatunderliethe objectivesof both the1995 RMP
andtheapprovedRMP. Assuch,answeringhesekey questionghrougheffectiveness
monitoringwill continueto providea basisfor theBLM to determinevhetherimplementing
actionsconsistentvith the RMPis effectivelymeetingRMP objectives.

Theuseof this monitoringplanby all BLM offices in thedecisionareawill providea basisfor
consistenandcoordinatednonitoring,andallow districtinformationto becompiledand
consideredht thescaleof theentiredecisionarea.TheBLM will evaluatethe monitoring
guestionsat eachmonitoringintervalto ascertainf the questionsreporting,methods, sample
size, orintervalsneedto be changedThe BLM would makesuchchangedo themonitoringplan
throughplanmaintenance.

TheBLM will conductplanevaluationsat 5-yearintervals.In additionto themonitoringresults,
theBLM will examinemanyof theunderlying assumptionrgegardingevels ofactivitiesand
anticipatedenvironmentatonsequencest thetime ofthe 5-yearplanevaluationto determingf
the objectivesof theapprovedRMP arebeingmetor arelikely to be met. Thevaluationwill
alsoassessvhetherchangectircumstancesr newinformationhavecreateda situationin which
theexpectedmpactsor environmentatonsequencesf theapprovedRMP aresignificantly
differentfrom thoseanticipatedn theFinal EIS. Throughthe planevaluationthe BLM wiill
makea finding of whether onot aplanamendmenbr planrevisionis warrantedThe BLM will
communicatesuchfindings to interagencgartnerghroughentitiessuchasthe Regional
InteragencyExecutiveCommittee asappropriate.

TheBLM couldconductunscheduleglanevaluations t@addresertainunanticipategventsor

newinformationthatwould call into questiorthe underlying analysianddecisionf the
approvedRMP.
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Public Involvement

TheBLM initiatedthe landuse planningroceson March9, 2012, through Aloticeof Intent
publishedn theFederaRegister(77 FR 14414),soliciting public participationandnotifying the
public of aformal scopingperiod,which ended orOctober5, 2012. ThéBLM held scopingpen
housesn May andJuneof 2012. TheBLM usedpublic scopingcommentdo help identify
planningissueghat directed thérmulationof alternativesandframedthe scopeof analysisin
the Draft RMP/EIS.In total, the preparatiorof the Draft RMP/EISincluded38 public
involvementefforts,includingformal scoping regionalworkshops omecreatiormanagement,
communitylisteningsessionsandpublic meetingsaboutthe PlanningCriteriaandpreliminary
alternatives.

OnApril 24, 2015, th8LM releasedhe Draft RMP/EIS,announcingatthattime, a 90-day
commentperiodthatwould concludeon July23,2015. On JulyL3, 2015, thé8LM extendedhe
commentperiodon theDraft RMP/EISuntil August21, 2015. Duringhe commentperiod,the
BLM held 17 schedulepublic meetingsn May and Junef 2015.TheBLM received
approximatelyt,500 comments on thgraft RMP/EISduringthe commentperiod.

OnApril 15, 2016, thé&nvironmentaProtectionAgencypublisheda FederaRegistemoticeof
availability for theProposedRMP/FinalEIS (81 FR 22263) peginninga 30-day protestperiod.
Resolutionof protestss delegatedo theBLM AssistantDirectorfor RenewabldResourcesnd
Planningon behalfof the Directorof the BLM, whosedecisionon theprotestis thefinal
decisionof the Department of thiaterior. The AssistantDirectorreceived46 protestletters
timely filed duringthe 30dayprotestperiod. TheBLM reviewedthe letters andlentifiedthe
valid protestissues.

TheBLM hasresolvedall protestissuesandrespondedo eachprotestingpartyfor eachprotest
issuethatwastimely raised bya partythat had standintp protesthad been previouskaisedin
commentgduringthe planningorocesgo the extent it was possilie doso,andwasgermaneo

the planningprocessFurther,the BLM has determined tHeéroposedRMP complieswith
applicabldaw, regulation,andpolicy. The BLM hasprepareda Protest Resolution Report,

which analyzesachuniqueor summarizegrotest issustatementTheD i r e dPtotest 6 s
ResolutionReportis availableon theBLM websiteat:
http://www.blm.gov/wo/st/en/prog/planning/planning_overview/protest_resolution/protestreports
.html.

TheBLM maintainsa projectwebsitethat contains arlectronic versiof the RODand
approvedRMP andall of the mapsreferencedn theapprovedRMP, aswell asthe Draft RMP/
EIS, ProposedRMP/FinalEIS, andotherdocumentgertinentto theapprovedRMP. The
locationof this websitecould changeput as othe signingof theROD, theprojectaddresss
http://www.blm.gov/or/plans/rmpswesternoregon/

Consultation and Coordination

TheBLM hasconsultedon agovernmento-governmentevel with the ninefederallyrecognized
tribeslocatedwithin, or that haventerestswithin, the planningarea.The Confederatedribesof
GrandRonde the Confederatedribesof SiletzIndians,the CoquilleIndianTribe, the
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Confederatedribesof Coos,Lower Umpqua,andSiuslawindians,the Cow CreekBandof
UmpquaTribe of Indians,andthe KlamathTribeswereformal cooperatorsn theRMP
revisions,in additionto their governmento-governmenstatus.

TheBLM complieswith the NationalHistoric Preservatio\ct (54 U.S.C. 30010ktseq)
throughthe StateProtocol with theDregonStateHistoric PreservatioDffice (USDI BLM
2015b)asdirectedby the NationalProgrammatidAgreemen{USDI BLM 2012b).Upon
implementatiorof actionsconsistentvith theapprovedRMP, theBLM will consult with the
OregonStateHistoric PreservatiorOffice on Federalundertakingsvith thepotentialto effect
culturalresourcesn accordancevith the2015 Statd’rotocolin orderto complywith the
NationalHistoric Preservatiorct.

A CooperatingAgencyAdvisory Group,comprised ofepresentativesf FederalandState
agenciescountiesandTribes,assistedhe BLM in the RMPrevision.Working througharobust
engagementroceswith neutralfacilitation, the cooperatorprovidedexpertise oomuchof the
subjectmatterthe BLM addresseth the RMPrevision,aswell asadvicebased orexperience
with similar planningefforts.

OnMay 13, 2016, th&nvironmentaProtectionAgencyprovidedthe BLM with their review of
theProposedRMP/FinalEIS, in accordancevith their responsibilitiesinderSection309 ofthe
CleanAir Act and theNationalEnvironmentaPolicy Act (EPA 2016).In thatreview,the
EnvironmentaProtectionAgencystatedthat theProposedRMP/Final EIS wasresponsiveo
theircommentsand recommendations on tBeaft RMP/EIS.Furthermoretheyexpressed
supportfor theriparianstrategyandthe harvest strategyf theProposedRMP. Theyalso
expressedupportfor themonitoringplan in theProposedRMP/FinalEIS, which theyfoundto
beadequatelygetailedandadequatéo effectivelydeterminemplementatiorsuccess.

On Jun€l4, 2016, th&overnorof Oregonprovided theBLM with herconsistencyeviewof the
ProposedRMP. Thepurposeof theG o v e r comsist@cy reviewis to ensure€onsistencyf
the ProposedRMP with officially approvedor adoptedesourcerelatedplans,andthe policies
andprogramscontainedherein,of otherFederalgenciesStateandlocal governmentsand
Indian Tribes,so longasthe guidanceandresourcananagemerplansarealsoconsistent with
the purposespolicies,andprogramsof Federalawsandregulationsapplicableto publiclands
(43CFR1610.3 2(a)).In herconsistencyeview,the Governorof Oregonraisedconcerns,
requesteexplanationsandsuggestedlarifications.However,the consistencyeviewdid not
identify any Stateor local plans,andthe policiesor programswith which shefoundthe Proposed
RMP inconsistenanddid notrecommendinyspecificchangedo theProposed RMBtherthan
some minoclarificationsof wordingandadditionalreferencesOn June23, 2016, thé8LM
providedawritten response to th&overnoraddressingachof the issuesaisedin the
consistencyeview.

ESA Consultation
TheBLM hascompletedconsultatioron theProposedRMP with the NationalMarine Fisheries
Service andheU.S. FishandWildlife ServiceunderSection7(a)(2)of the ESA.Thebiological
opinionsfrom the NationalMarine FisheriesServiceandthe U.S. FishandWildlife Service each
includeanincidentaltakestatementvith reasonablandprudentmeasuresindassociatederms
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andconditions.In implementingactionsconsistenwith the RMP, thdBLM will comply with
thesereasonablandprudentmeasureandthe associatetiermsandconditionsdescribedn the
incidentaltakestatementAs detailedbelow,the BLM hasdeterminedhat theseéermsand
conditionsareclearlyconsistent with th€roposedRMP orhave addedequirements to the
approvedRMP. Theonly additions theBLM hasmadeto theapprovedRMP relatedto these
termsandconditionsareprocesor reportingrequirementandthus do not altethe analysisof
environmentaeffectsin the ProposedRMP/Final EIS.

OnJuly 15, 2016, the Nation&llarine FisheriesServiceissueda biological opinion thatfound
that theProposedRMP isnot likely to jeopardizethe continuedexistenceof anyof thespecies
undertheirjurisdiction,and is not likelyto adverselynodify critical habitatfor anyof the
speciesundertheir jurisdiction.Thatdocumentlsoincludestheresultsof the NationalMarine
FisheriesServiceanalysisof likely effectsof the ProposedRMP on essentiafish habitat
pursuanto section305(b) ofthe MagnusorStevend-isheryConservatiorandManagemen#ct.

TheNationalMarine FisheriesService includedavith their biological opinion anincidentaltake
statementor the effectsof the continuingnon-commercialuseof existingroadsandrecreational
facilities underthe Proposed RMP othe speciesindertheir jurisdiction. Theincidentaltake
statemenincludesthe followingthreereasonabl@andprudentmeasuresiecessargr appropriate
to minimizetheimpactof theamountor extent ofincidentaltake:

1. TheBLM shallimplementmeasurethroughmanagemendirectionandanticipatedravel
managemerplans to minimizéakeof ESA-listedspecieglueto sedimentand
stormwateicontaminantsierivedfrom the useof roads.

2. TheBLM shallimplementmeasureso minimizetakeof ESA-listed species dut useof
recreationafacilities by implementingan educationaprogram.

3. TheBLM shall monitorandreportthe measuregmplemented taninimizetakefor
reasonable angrudentmeasure#1 and #2.

In implementingactionsconsistentvith the RMP the BLM will comply with these reasonable
andprudentmeasureand theassociatederms andconditionsdescribedn theincidentaltake
statementFor reasonablandprudentmeasuréfl, theNationalMarine FisheriesService
includedtermsand conditionselatedto maintaininga spatial databasen roads, whiclthe BLM
maintainsaspartof theBLM corporatedatabaseandcompletingtravelmanagemenplans,
whichthe BLM hasincorporatednto Appendix H of theapprovedRMP. For reasonabland
prudentmeasuréf2, theNationalMarine FisheriesServiceincludedtermsandconditionsrelated
to educationalnformationandsignsfor recreationafacilities, whichthe BLM can implement
consistentvith therecreatiormanagemenbjectives andnanagemendirectionin theapproved
RMP. For reasonablendprudentmeasurét3, theNationalMarine FisheriesService included
termsandconditionsrelated to monitoringheroadsystemandreportingon the completionof
travelmanagemenplans, both ofvhich areincluded amonghereportingitemsin the
monitoringplanfor theapprovedRMP.

The incidentatakestatemenprovidesthat, within lyearof the effectivedateof theROD, and

every3 yearsthereafterthe BLM will report to theNationalMarine FisheriesServicea
calculationof thefollowing:
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1 The totalnumberof recreationafacilities within 216feetof occupiedhabitator
designatedtritical habitat.

1 The totalmilesof BLM -managegavedroadsoccurringwithin 200feetof streams.

1 The totalmilesof BLM-managedoads(all surfacetypes)within 200feetof streams.

Any roadmiles orrecreational siteaddresseth projectspecific consultationsubsequenb the

issuancef theROD or for whichthe BLM makesa no-effectdeterminatiorsubsequenb the

issuancef theROD should bedeductedrom thetotals.If thoseresultantotalsaregreaterthan

5 percentmorethan thevaluesdescribedn theincidentaltake statemerfor anyonespecies,

then theextent oftakeis exceededwhichwill triggerreinitiationof consultation.

On July20, 2016, théJ.S.Fishand Wildlife Service issued biological opinion thatfoundthat
theProposedRMP is notlikely to jeopardizehe continuedexistenceof anyof the speciesinder
theirjurisdiction,andis not likelyto adverselynodify critical habitatfor any of the species
undertheirjurisdiction. In additionto theregulatorytriggersfor reinitiation ofconsultation(50
CFR402.16) the U.S.FishandWildlife Service biologicabpinionidentifiedthe following
specificassumptionselatedto thenorthernspotted owbndmanagemenf barredowls that, if
not met,would triggerreinitiation of consultation:

1 Implementatiorof abarred owimanagemerdtrategyandassociateanonitoringprogram
that theServiceconcludesare adequate achieveandmeasureheresultsdescribedn
thebiological opinion, will beginon BLM -administeredands in theactionareawithin
eightyearsof the effective dateof theapprovedRMP.

1 Ratesof spottedowl! territorial site abandonmentesultingfrom timberharvest in the
HarvestLand Basewill not exceedl0 percentin thefirst decadeof implementation, 15
percenin theseconddecadeand20 percent ireachsubsequendecade.

1 Thebenchmarkgrovidedin thebiological opinion fortherateof spotted owl population
changeon BLM -administeredandswithin the actionareawill be metor exceeded.

TheU.S.Fishand Wildlife Service includedvith their biologicalopinion anincidentaltake
statementor the effectsof the continuingnorrcommercial usef existingroadsunderthe
ProposedRMP on bulltrout, Lost River sucker, and shortnosecker,andfor the effectsof the
continuinguseof existingrecreationafacilities on Lost River suckerandshortnosesucker.The
incidentaltakestatemenincludesthefollowing threereasonablandprudentmeasures
necessargr appropriateéo minimizetheimpactof theamountor extent oincidentaltake:

1. TheBLM shallimplementmeasurethroughmanagementirectionandanticipatedravel
managemerplans to minimizeéakeof ESA-listed specieslueto sedimentand
stormwateicontaminantslerivedfrom the useof roads.

2. TheBLM shallimplementmeasureso minimizetakeof Lost Riverandshortnose
suckergdueto useof recreationafacilities by implementing areducationaprogram.

3. TheBLM shall monitorandreportthe measuresmplemented taninimizetakeof ESA-
listedspeciespecifiedunder RPMs #1 and #bove.

In implementingactionsconsistentvith the RMP the BLM will comply with these reasonable
andprudentmeasureand theassociatederms andconditionsdescribedn theincidentaltake
statementThe termsandconditionsthatthe U.S Fishand Wildlife Service includedh their
incidentaltakestatemenareconsistentvith the termsandconditionsthat theNationalMarine
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FisheriesServiceincluded intheirincidentaltakestatementwith similarreportingrequirements
andsimilar requirementsgor reinitiationof consultation.

New Information

Sincethe preparatiorof the ProposedRMP/FinalEIS, newinformationhasarisenregarding
barredow! removalandthe withdrawalof the proposedule to list thefisher aghreatenedinder
the ESA. As discussedbelow, this newnformation would notesultin significanteffectsoutside
therangeof effectsanalyzed in th€®roposedRMP/FinalEIS andthereforedoesnotrequire
supplementationf the ProposedRMP/FinalEIS.

TheU.S.GeologicalSurveyreleased progresgeport onexperimentatemoval ofbarredowls
in 2015 in studyareasn WashingtorandOregon(Wiensetal. 2016).TheU.S. Geological
Surveyinitiated experimentatemovalof barred owls irSeptembeR015 in theCle Elumstudy
areain Washingtorandthe CoastRangesstudyareain Oregon,andremoved254 individual
barredowls. Thisremovalrepresentedpproximatelyt6 and44 percentof thetotal numberof
individual barredowls detectedduringsurveysof treatmentareasn the Cle Elum andCoast
RangesstudyareasrespectivelyThis progresseport ofimplementatiorof the experimental
removalof barredowls is consistent with thediscussion oBLM participationin barredowl
managemernit theProposedRMP/FinalEIS.

Diller etal. (2016)publisheda studyon thedemographicespons®f northern spottedwls to
barredowl removalin abarredowl removalexperiment orGreenDiamond commercially
managedimberlandsn northernCalifornia. Thatstudyfoundthat wherbarredowls were
removedfrom siteswheretheyco-occurrednorthernspottedowl extinctionratesbecame
comparableo sites wherdarredowls wereneverpresentDiller etal. (2016)concludedhat
lethalremovalof barredowls allowedtherecoveryof northern spottedwl populations in the
treatedportionsof thestudyarea.Theresults of this studgreconsistentith themodeling
resultsin theProposedRMP/FinalEIS, which modified barredowl encounteratesto simulate
the effectof barredowl control andoundthatbarredowl control, within thescopeof the
alternativesaandthe ProposedRMP, would substantivelncreasenorthernspottedowl
populationresponseTherefore the resultsof the experimentabarredow! controldescribedn
Diller etal. (2016)areconsistent with and support thedelingresults in thdProposed
RMP/FinalEIS.

OnApril 18, 2016, the U.Szishand Wildlife Service withdreviheir proposeduleto list the
West CoasbDistinct PopulationSegmenbf fisher, referredto as6 f i fdneeforthas
threatenedinder theESA (81 FR 22710). TheProposedRMP/FinalEIS acknowledgedhat the
U.S.Fishand Wildlife Servicehadproposedo list thefisher aghreatenean October7, 2014.
TheProposedRMP/FinalEIS describedhe current habitaandpopulation offisher,the habitat
needf fisher,themainthreatsto fisher,andanalyzedhe effectsof thealternativesandthe
ProposedRMP onhabitatfor fisherand populations disher.In their withdrawalof their
proposeduleto list thefisher,U.S.Fishand Wildlife Serviceconcludedhat thestressors
potentiallyimpactingthefisher andts habitatarenot of sufficientmagnitudescope or
imminenceto indicatethatthefisheris in dangerof extinction, orikely to becomesowithin the
foreseeabléuture (81FR 22710).Thewithdrawalof theproposeduleto list thefisher doesiot
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altertheanalysisof effectspresentedn theProposedRMP/FinalEIS, andthereareno
significantnew circumstancesr informationrelevantto theeffectsof thealternativesandthe
ProposedRMP onfisherthatwould requiresupplementation dhe Propose®&MP/FinalEIS.
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Northwestern an€oastalOregonROD/RMF

Recommendation

| haveconsideredhowthealternativesanalyzedn the ProposedRMP/FinalEIS meetthe
purposeandneedtheassociate@nvironmentaimpacts andpublicinput. Basedonthese
considerationd,recommendpprovalof theattachedNorthwesterrandCoastalOregon
ResourcéManagemenkPlan.

PatriciaM. Burke Date
CoosBay District Manager

David O. Howell Date
Acting EugeneDistrict Manager

BarbaraMachado Date
Acting Roseburdistrict Manager

Kim M. Titus Date
SalemDistrict Manager

Concurrence

RonDunton Date

Acting StateDirector,Oregon/Washington
Bureauof LandManagement

Approval
| approvetheattached\NorthwesterrandCoastalOregonResourceManagemenPlanas
recommendedl his Recordof Decisionis effectiveimmediately.

StevenA. Ellis Date
DeputyDirector
Bureauof LandManagement
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Resource Management Plan

This NorthwesterrandCoastalOregonResourceManagemenPlanincludes land usallocations
(Table 1), managementbjectivesandmanagementirectionfor the planningareaincludingthe
Coos BayDistrict, EugeneDistrict, SalemDistrict, and SwiftwaterField Office of theRoseburg
District (Map 1). In addition, itincludesappendiceaddressindRMP implementationa
monitoringplan,BestManagemenPracticeslandtenure informatiorandlandwithdrawals,
stipulations orleasabldluid mineralexplorationanddevelopmenactivity, designatedireasof
Critical EnvironmentalConcerndesignatedRecreatiorManagemen#reas,andpublic

motorizedaccesguidelines.

Table 1.Landuseallocationacreswithin theNorthwesterrandCoastalOregonRMP.

Land UseAllocation Acres Sub-allocation Acres
DeS|gnat§ech_ndSU|tableW|ld 20,290
Congressionallyreserved.andsand andScenicRivers
9 : 32,534| DesignatedVildernessand
NationalConservatiorLands . 6,365
WildernessStudyAreas
Other 5,879
Areasof Critical Environmental 26,647
Concern*
District-DesignatedReserves 79,439| LandsManaged fotheir
) - 4,314
Wildernes<Characteristics
Other 48,479
Low IntensityTimberArea 61,132
Harvesti.andBase 247,045 ModeratelntensityTimber Area 185,913
Late-SuccessiondReserve 576,714
RiparianReserve 329,936
Totals | 1,265,669

* Acreagedoes noincludeAreasof Critical EnvironmentalConcernthatoverlapthe Harvestand Base.
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