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Combined April-May and June-July CRA News 
 

Is there deep meaning to Trump 
& his agenda? I don’t think so. 
Follow the Money. 
 

 
Trying to find meaning in the Trump administration is perhaps a fool’s errand. Instead,  
I see two drivers of what makes the administration tick – power and money. 

Trump’s policies boil down to servicing big business’ quest for profits. Unlike other western 
states, Oregon is not about oil, gas or minerals. Here, it’s all about timber and lumber. 

Forest management in Oregon either helps or hinders business profits. Federal forest  
policy directly impacts a lumber mill’s profits. The simple frame of forests, logs, mills and 
profits explains the administration’s agenda.  

Trump’s focus on serving industry comes into full view in the Forest Service and BLM 
planning efforts. Trump’s policy goals reflect who has been appointed to run the agencies. 
Mike Boren, the Trump appointee over the Forest Service, has a financial disclosure 
statement listing over forty pages of assets. His boss, Brook Rollin, comes from real estate 
and other financial investments. Brook’s husband is part owner in an Iraqi oil field.   

Trump’s pick to lead the BLM, former New Mexico congressman Stevan Pierce, spent his 
political career attacking public lands. If the Senate ratifies his nomination, Pearce will oversee 
245 million acres of public lands.  
 

This year, the administration quickly scrapped the Biden Administration’s draft revision of 
the Northwest Forest Plan and the BLM’s western Oregon forest plan and announced the 
reorganization of the Forest Service – intent on dismantling its research branch.  
 

The outcome is straight forward: the Trump administration will issue its draft Forest Service 
and BLM forest plans this summer, a final BLM forest plan in November and a final Forest 
Service plan in early 2027. And a vastly reduced Forest Service research branch will be 
consolidated to Colorado. 
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The goal of both plans is to ramp up timber cutting in Oregon’s federal forests by 1 to 2 
billion board feet (bf) per year. Which means there will be a huge increase in the sale of 
mature and old growth forest. In fact, BLM has stated it will increase timber output  
to the maximum productive capacity of the land.  

The Best Laid Plans 

It is well known that the Trump administration’s game plan follows the Heritage 
Foundation’s playbook Project 2025. Agriculture Secretary, Brook Rollin, spent the Biden 
years running the America First Policy Institute – a “think” tank to implement Project 2025. 
The Institute lined up over 500 safe executives to take power if Trump won the 2024 election.  

Obstacles during the first Trump administration, among others, were the rule of law and 
science. This time, the power and money behind Trump were not going to be held back. In 
short order, it was truth-be-damned coupled with scores of Executive Orders to implement 
pro-corporate policies. 

And what shall we make of the administration’s authoritarian turn? Adherence to any 
standard of truth is out the window, along with following federal law. People think crushing 
science or denying climate warming is due to Trump being a liar. Perhaps, but the Project 
2025 agenda is grounded in a belief that the ends justify the means.  
 

Follow the money to the automated lumber mills 

Big profits in the wood products industry occur at the end of the supply chain, not in forest 
timber sales. We can see the industry’s profit picture in Weyerhaeuser’s 2024 10K report. 

Net contribution to Weyerhaeuser earnings (millions of dollars) 
  Timber Sales Lumber, Plywood, etc.  Energy & Land 

2022 $528 $2,536 $218 
2023 $488 $709 $211 
2024 $280 $457 $216 

Totals $1,296 $3,702 $646 
 

Discounting lumber’s windfall profits post-covid, lumber and other value-added products still 
generate twice the profits of growing timber. Politically important is the fact that the wood products 
industry is a profit-poor industry compared to other business opportunities. Why?  

In 1960 and 1970, a new home was built for every 285 people in the US. In 1980 and 1990, a new 
home was built for every 354 people. And in 2010 and 2020, a new home was built for every 786 
people. In other words, the key end-use industry for wood products, home building, reflects the 
declining income position of most US households.  
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In business, there are four things that reduce an owner’s profits: purchase of materials and 
equipment and paying labor and taxes. What I see in the lumber industry is the ongoing 
substitution of machines for labor (automation) and a never-ending quest for low-cost logs. 

In Oregon, the No. 1 lumber producing state in the nation, there is only one way to dramatically 
lower log costs–flood the market with federal timber. Under Trump, that is exactly what the 
federal agencies plan to do.   

Setting aside Weyerhaeuser, the lumber industry in Oregon boils down to forty automated mills  
in about ten companies. All those lumber companies are privately owned firms whose financial 
reports are secret. Oddly, only Weyerhaeuser does not buy federal timber because their timber 
land base is so large.  

A big percentage of lumber mills are owned by billionaire families with direct access to Mike 
Boren’s office. This is how things currently work. The mill owners are writing the new forest plans.  

Science be damned – the authoritarian mindset 

All wannabe dictators have one thing in common. They build an imagined story about reality that 
serves their quest for power. Their disconnect from reality is often what gets them in trouble or, 
worse, causes untold suffering.  

When the story being told does not make sense, as mentioned, I look below the surface for private 
interests stealing public wealth. Forest Service research shops are being dismantled because they 
often produced forest science that caused trouble for logging. 
 

The Trump people can’t let science get in the way of logging. The industry has built a wildfire and 
forest health story in support of logging. For example, the likelihood of forest wildfire increases 
with timber cutting and tree removal. But the industry argues “fuel load” must be lowered through 
logging. I bristle when I hear the notion of ‘fuel load’ applied to Coast Range wet forests! 

Four forward paths 

Unity - The threats to forests from the Trump administration are so severe, I argue that 
conservation and climate organizations must unite as never before. To this end, the CRA is 
advocating for county-wide forest coalitions. Already, we have led in the formation of the Benton 
County Forest Alliance.  Lincoln County is next for the CRA’s unity strategy.   

Educate - Because both BLM and Forest Service lands are up for grabs, the public needs quality 
information about federal forest management. We must explain the details of the crisis. And we 
can’t let Trump sidetrack us when it comes to educating about the deepening climate crisis.  
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Prepare - Organizations like the CRA will lead on public comments when the draft plans are 
released. Analysis and comments on the BLM’s draft plan will be submitted by the CRA. Will the 
BLM be influenced by our comments? Likely not! So, we’ll see the BLM in federal court. 

Advocate - Crucial to forward forest defense is debunking industry stories often believed, sadly,  
by the Oregon Congressional delegation. This is not a moment, so to speak, to politically cut the 
baby in half. Wyden, Merkley, Hoyle and all other leaders must hear the hard truth – protect 
streams and native forest and understand wildfire science not industry stories! 

With your continued support, the CRA will push forward with county-level forest alliances. We 
must empower volunteer activists to take the lead in forest defense.  
 

I’ve reduced expenses so the CRA can support our grassroots coalition initiative. For example, 
when the Benton Forest Alliance decided to have a strong forest presence at the recent No Kings 
rally, the CRA covered the cost of banner & poster printing, supplies and room rentals.  
 

This is a crucial year for state and federal forestlands. We’ll get through this Trump era. And we’ll 
work tirelessly to minimize the damage to federal forests. Please consider a generous donation to 
our work. Stay strong, a better world is possible! 

 
 
 

Chuck Willer 
Executive Director  

PS. Fewer than half our supporters donate during a one-year period. Yet, this is the year for 
everyone to support the Coast Range Association. Your donation will be well spent! 
 
 

                                                  Donate online at: coastrange.org 

 

                                           Coast Range Association 

                                              PO Box 1001  ·  Corvallis, OR  97339 

 
Working to build just and sustainable communities that  

provide for people and the natural world 
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Presidential Power & 
Northwest Forests 
 
Light-years ago I graduated from college, and my major was political 
science. While I enjoy politics, the degree was of no practical value.  
But my studies left me with one useful item of knowledge – I learned  
about the state-federal system under the U.S. constitution. 

Over the decades I came to realize that most people don’t clearly distinguish between 
federal and state authority and the role each government plays. For example, education and 
criminal law occur under state governments. There is no federal statute against murder. Of 
course, we all know the military and foreign relations are under federal authority. 

Politics can get complicated as there are 50 independent state governments who may do 
things differently. And the 50 state governments, along with the federal government, have 
three branches–each with a role to play.  

In the Anglo-American tradition, the courts are independent and make decisions based on 
law and prior court decisions (case law). At least that’s how things generally work. There is 
one further complicating factor: the power of individuals and groups to influence, if not 
control, political events. More on that later. 

The Trump Vs Slaughter Case 

Which takes me to the June 29th U.S. Supreme Court decision regarding the powers of the 
president. The Supreme Court ruled in favor of the president regarding the president’s power 
over federal agencies that Congress set up as independent. President Trump fired a 
commissioner of the Federal Trade Commission, Rebecca Slaughter, without cause. 
Commissioner Slaughter went into federal court arguing the FTC is an independent 
commission and she could not be fired without cause. For the past ninety years, 
commissioners of many independent federal bodies have been insulated from the political 
winds of elections. Courts had ruled they could not be fired without cause. The current 
Supreme Court just ended that prior understanding.  

As reported on SCOTUSblog dot com, Justice Roberts writing for the majority stated “the 
President must have the assistance of officers he can trust. Although it is up to the Senate to 
decide whether to confirm those with whom the President would prefer to work, neither 

https://www.scotusblog.com/2026/06/court-allows-trump-to-fire-ftc-commissioner-and-overturns-major-restraint-on-presidential-power/
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Congress nor the courts may saddle him with those with whom he cannot work. 
Subordinates who exercise the President’s power are subject to removal by him. Then, and 
only then, can they remain accountable to the President, and the President to the people.” 

Writing for the three-judge minority, Justice Sonia Sotomayor wrote “Today, the Court 
discards the democratic regime in favor of one that distorts the structure of Government to 
fit the majority’s theory of unitary, total executive control. The result is a President who 
emerges with far greater power than ever before.” 

Sotomayor further stressed that Congress established multi-member agencies like the FTC 
“to address complex problems while enjoying some independence from Presidential 
removal and thus absolute partisan control.” So, we have the Supreme Court making it clear 
that Trump has unlimited power over every part of the executive branch to shape it to his 
will.  

Power, Law and Profits 

Why did Trump go after FTC commissioner Slaughter? First, the mission of the FTC  
reads “The FTC’s mission is to vigorously enforce the law to protect Americans from 
anticompetitive, unfair, and deceptive business practices, without unduly burdening 
legitimate business activity.” Whoa, the minute you start talking “anticompetitive, unfair, 
and deceptive business practices” corporate power and money take note and billionaires 
feel challenged.    

The FTC’s website lists former commissioners and archives their official statement. A 
September 2025 opinion by Commissioner Slaughter reads in part, “Despite claiming to 
support American workers, President Trump has, at every turn, thrown workers under the 
bus to ingratiate himself with corporations and their billionaire CEOs. Another example 
comes today as the Trump-Vance FTC decides to throw in the towel on years of work by the 
agency to protect workers from draconian noncompete agreements that lower wages, trap 
workers in abusive jobs, and even inhibit new business formation.”  

For the previous eighty years, commissioners of independent agencies could speak their 
minds without fear of dismissal. On Monday, the Supreme Court ended that precedent.  
Like scrubbing climate warming from all federal websites and suppressing tons of science, 
Trump can now fire any federal employee speaking counter to his corrupt agenda.  
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An Exception–The Money System   

But wait, get this, without explanation the Supreme Court made one exception in their 
Monday ruling. Governors of the Federal Reserve cannot be fired without cause. Imagine 
that. The court’s decision, clearly in the interests of billionaire-oligarchs, exempts a key 
institution responsible for money creation! 

Money today is not printed; it is digitally created directly by the Treasury Department or the 
Federal Reserve or by federally chartered banks when they make loans. Like foreign 
relations, money and its creation is under the sole authority of the federal government. 
Which takes me to money and the economic system.  

The billionaire class operates above and over business through finance and equity 
ownership. When these folks wheel and deal, they generally use borrowed money. The 
leverage of borrowed money is one way they increase their wealth faster than anyone else.  

I think I know why the Supreme Court left the Federal Reserve independent without 
explanation. The Court would have had to explain that the Federal Reserve is a set of 
regional private, for-profit corporations – with only its Board of Governors being a 
federal agency. Yep, that’s how J.P. Morgan and his boys put it together back in 1913-14. 

It is illuminating to read the Wikipedia entry on the Federal Reserve. Here’s the link: Federal 
Reserve. Note the political issues in 1914. Sound familiar? 

Today’s fiat money, which is to say money created in computers called dollars, is not a thing 
of the federal government. The dollar is a Federal Reserve note. It says so right on printed 
dollars. My story now comes full circle to power, wealth and Northwest federal forests. 

Pacific Northwest Forests 

It’s my belief that government is always portioned into three parts. The first part is made of 
those operations subject to popular, democratic will. The corporate media will tell you this 
is the whole story–nothing else to see here. The unseen second part is subject to exclusive, 
de facto control by power and wealth. Foreign policy, war, money, finance and banking are 
cemented into control by the dominant elite. The third part is government up for grabs in an 
endless struggle between the popular will and the interests of wealth.  

It just so happens that federal forest management was forced out of the hands of regional 
business elites and made subject to popular will during a twenty-five-year struggle that 
culminated around 1994. The Northwest Forest Plan was an outcome of that struggle.  

https://www.stlouisfed.org/in-plain-english/who-owns-the-federal-reserve-banks
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/History_of_the_Federal_Reserve_System
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/History_of_the_Federal_Reserve_System
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But the forest struggle was politically counterbalanced. The Washington elite cemented oil 
and gas into a dominant position for all other U.S. lands–private and public. During the 
George H. Bush (1989-1993) presidency, the power elite realized they couldn’t win a 
domestic two-front struggle involving national forests and an on-the-horizon oil and gas 
agenda. The profits were in oil and gas. The Clinton administration set the deal in place and 
transitioned national forest management to align with public values. Oil and gas got their 
carte blanche for fracking. 

In 2016, while an endless Afghan war dragged on, Trump arrived with an inward-looking 
agenda. Trump’s agenda spoke to: 1. the public sentiment against war, 2. re-
industrialization and jobs, 3. ensuring the dominance of white voters and 4. servicing 
corporate profit opportunities – specifically in the oil and gas industries.  

Keep in mind, based on his long running reality show, The Apprentice, in 2004, Donald 
Trump filed a trademark application for the catchphrase "You're fired." The application was 
rejected. But the tech oligarchs, oil, gas and lumber industry leaders and the Heritage 
Foundation’s Project 2025 realized; “Here’s a guy who will clean house just from a script–
our script!” 

Of course, prior to Trump’s first election, the road to success had already been cleared by a 
packed Supreme Court allowing unlimited, secret campaign money. Monday’s Supreme 
Court decision was just the latest brick in the wall. 

Now, during his 2nd term, Trump will bring federal forest management back into the hands of 
regional profit-seeking business interests. Details of aligning Oregon’s federal forests with 
lumber industry profits were discussed in my April-May newsletter.  

The takeaway from this essay is this, given unitary presidential power, coupled with a catatonic 
Republican controlled Congress, the Trump administration’s threat to Oregon’s federal forests is  
dead serious. We either turn back the tide or face a disastrous future–for forests and the planet.  

The BLM did not deliver its promised June 12th draft forest plan. A July release is now expected.  
I took this moment to complete my thoughts on political and economic affairs.  

There is hope on the horizon. Trump’s war with Iran kicked a leg out from under his coalition. Many 
MAGA voters are hopping mad Trump fell prey to yet another bogus war. His standing with voters 
has tanked. He hasn’t delivered on reducing prices. His stock wheeling-and dealing and crypto  

 

 

https://everything.explained.today/catchphrase/
https://everything.explained.today/The_Apprentice_(American_TV_series)/
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scams have exposed his grift. The self-dealing corruption in the White House is out of control, and 
most people know it.  

I look forward to the struggle ahead. A better world is possible. 
 

 

Chuck Willer 
Executive Director 

PS. With heartfelt gratitude I thank everyone who donated in 2026. The donations we 
received have made it possible to increase our coastal outreach. See #1 below. 

 

If you think this information is of value and our work is 
important, consider the following. 
 

1. Volunteer locally. This summer season we are tabling  
at farmers markets from Neskowin to Florence. If you can 
help at your community market, contact Heather at 
heather@coastrange.org 

“President Trump made more than 21,000 securities trades in his first year 
back in office, often in intense bursts tied to market events he created. The 
total dollar value of the trades was somewhere between $600 million and 
$1.86 billion, according to his financial disclosure for 2025, which lists values 
in broad ranges. Many of the transactions involve large companies that have 
business with the federal government. Trump averaged 85 trades per market 
day, an analysis of the report shows. Just 10 days accounted for about a 
quarter of all trades executed in 2025. Many of those came during heightened 
volatility on Wall Street after Trump had already announced policy changes.” 
From the Substack of Adam Tooze 
 

mailto:heather@coastrange.org
https://substack.com/redirect/b0807095-57ad-4283-a39b-b81ff74b9f19?j=eyJ1IjoiMTAza2sifQ.H67j-IQvKJ90iH3WzAwBJECkTYuAXUVmTEVU8OpfAZA
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2. Share this newsletter with friends and suggest they sign 
up for CRA News. 
 

3. Make a donation to the Coast Range Association. We 
must have the resources to reach and mobilize as many 
people as possible. Donate here. 
 

Coast Range Association 
PO Box 1001 

Corvallis, OR 97339 

 
The combined effect of future Trump driven 

Forest Service and BLM forest plans will be a 
terrible impact on coastal watersheds. The 

Siuslaw National Forest often dominates lower 
watershed areas, while the BLM often has large 

ownership in the upper watershed. 

https://coastrange.org/sign-up-for-our-newsletter/
https://coastrange.org/sign-up-for-our-newsletter/
https://coastrange.networkforgood.com/projects/172942-support-coast-range-association
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